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À PARTIR DE LA TIMONERIE

Josephine Moltok
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

To actualize our vision of becoming the Maritime logistics hub of 
choice in West and Central Africa, the current Management of 
NPA embarked upon a massive upgrade of Ports Infrastructure. 

The move is seen by many as a worthy initiative.
This edition of the NPT presents a must-read, highlighting the 

rehabilitation of the Control Towers at the Tincan Island Port and Lagos 
Port Complex, Apapa along with the provision of two state-of-the-art 
Tug Boats to enhance efficient service delivery and boost the trade 
facilitation programme of the Federal Government.

For years, the oil sector has been the main source of 
revenue for the nation. However, successive 
governments in Nigeria have made efforts to 
diversify the Nations’ export base from the 
volatile commodity to Agriculture, so that the 
c o u n t r y  c a n  w i n  i t s  b a t t l e s  a g a i n s t  
unemployment, insecurity, and high poverty 
level. 

The second lead story in this edition covers the 
Agro Export init iat ive of the Federal  
Government, its impact on our GDP and the 
laudable efforts of our Management in 
promoting this initiative. 

The NPT crew spoke to various stakeholders 
like terminal operators, heads of government 
institutions and CEOs in Maritime industry to 
explore the contribution of the Agric Sector to 
the economy.

Additionally, our travelogue captures the Seat 
of the Caliphate in Sokoto State for your leisure. 
Furthermore, our sports enthusiasts can enjoy reading about the 
outstanding performance at the International Basketball Federation 
(FIBA) 2023 competition, where D’ Tigress of Nigeria flew the flag high.

 Enjoy!!!

Successive 
governments in 

Nigeria have 
made efforts to 

diversify the 
economy and 
shift its focus 
from foreign 

earnings on the 
oil-based sector 
to Agriculture.

Pour concrétiser notre vision de devenir la 
plaque tournante logistique maritime de 
choix en Afrique de l’Ouest et du Centre, la 

Direction actuelle de NPA (Port Autonome) s’est 
engagée sur une mise à niveau massive de 
l’infrastructure portuaire. Le mouvement est vu par 
beaucoup comme une belle initiative.

Cette édition du TNP est à ne pas manquer, elle met 
en lumière les réhabilitations des tours de contrôle du 
port de Tin-can Island et du port de Lagos à Apapa, 
ainsi que la fourniture de deux remorqueurs à la 
pointe de la technologie pour améliorer l’efficacité de 
la prestation de services et encourager le programme 
de facilitation d’échanges commercial du 
Gouvernement Fédéral.

Pendant des années, le secteur pétrolier a été la 
principale source de revenus du pays. Cependant, les 
gouvernements successifs du Nigeria ont fait des 
efforts pour diversifier la base d’exportation du pays, 
des matières premières volatiles à l’agriculture pour 
que le pays gagne le combat contre le chômage, la 
précarité, et un niveau de pauvreté élevé.

Le deuxième article principal de cette édition couvre 
l’initiative de l’agro-exportation du Gouvernement 
Fédéral, son impact sur notre PIB et les efforts 
louables de notre Direction dans la promotion de 
cette initiative.

L’équipe du NPT s’est entretenue avec divers 
intervenants, comme les exploitants de terminaux, 
chefs d’institutions gouvernementales et PDG de 
l’industrie maritime, pour explorer la contribution du 
secteur agricole à l’économie.

En plus, notre carnet de voyage couvre le siège du 
khalifat de l’état de Sokoto pour vos loisirs. De plus, 
nos amoureux du sport pourront en profiter pour lire 
les prestations exceptionnelles de D’ Tigress du 
Nigeria qui a fait flotté haut le drapeau durant le 
tournoi de basketball organisé par la Fédération 
Internationale Basketball en 2023. Amusez-vous!!!
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MESSAGE DU BUREAU DU 
DIRECTEUR GENERAL

Fellow Stakeholders,

I am greatly delighted and honoured to 
welcome you to the second half of the year 
2023, I salute your dedication, discipline, 

determination and partnership which culminated 
in the Authority’s highly commendable revenue 
generation of 191.4 Billion for the first half of the 
year.

By this sterling performance, we have 
collectively proven to the government and 
indeed all stakeholders that we are worthy of 
every bit of confidence reposed in us as trade 
faciltators and our mantra of being a National 
Brand Asset Anchored on Service Excellence is 
no fluke. 

However, it is good to remind ourselves that 
this superlative performance has also stirred 
public interest and raised the bar of what the 
nation expects from us by the end of 2023. We 
owe it to ourselves and our country to out- 
perform the previous success. 

As a management team, we pledge to remain 
relentless in our commitment to providing the 
enabling atmosphere for peak performance. In 
addition to staff training and re-training which 
we have intensified recently, we are acquiring 
and deploying state-of-the-art work tools such as 
the newly commissioned Control Towers for 
Lagos Port and TCIP Port complexes, the 
Azimuth Stern Drive (ASD) 80 tons Bollard Pull 
Boats (which is the first-of-its-kind in Africa), the 
re-equipment of the Staff Medical Centre and the 
modernization of Staff Recreational Centre 
which all happened in the period under review 
signposts our readiness to provide necessary 
performance enablers. 

As a demonstration of our poise to actualize 
the ambitious but achievable revenue projection 
of N500bn (five hundred billion naira) we have 
set for ourselves by end of 2023, all hands are 
required to be on deck and focused on finalising 
financing arrangements for our ports 
rehabilitation drive.

 I also want to mention our 
commitment towards the 
conclusion of the digitalisation 
programme geared towards 
improvement of efficiency and 
collaboration with landlocked 
neighbouring countries like Niger 
and Chad with whom we have 
already opened discussions to 
patronize our ports as hubs for 
transshipment cargo. 

I thank you very much for your 
sustained support and urge you to 
keep your eyes on the ball as we 
soldier on into a year-end that 
promises to be better than the 
previous.

Amis intervenants, 

Je suis très heureux et honoré de vous accueillir au second 

semestre de l'année 2023. Je salue votre dévouement, 

votre discipline, votre détermination, et le partenariat, qui 

ont permis à L'Autorité de générer des revenus très louables de 

l'ordre de 191,4 milliards de nairas pour le premier semestre de 

l'année.

Suite à notre excellente performance, nous avons 

collectivement prouvé au gouvernement et en fait à toutes les 

parties prenantes que nous méritons toute confiance qu'ils placent 

en nous en tant que facilitateurs commerciaux, et notre mantra 

d'être un atout de marque national ancré sur l'excellence du 

service n'est pas un coup de chance.

Cependant, il est bon de se rappeler que cette performance 

superlative a également suscité l'intérêt du public et a élevé la 

barre pour ce que la nation attend de nous d'ici fin 2023. Il est de 

notre devoir et envers notre pays de surpasser nos succès 

précédents.

L'équipe de la direction, promet de travailler sans relâche dans 

son engagement à fournir l'atmosphère favorable pour une 

performance maximale. Outre la formation et le recyclage du 

personnel, que nous avons intensifiés récemment, nous avons 

pourvu et déployé des outils de travail de pointe tels que les tours 

de contrôle nouvellement mises en service pour le Port Autonome 

de Lagos et du port TCIP, l'Azimuth Stern Drive (ASD) Bollard Pull 

Boats de 80 tonnes (qui est le premier du genre en Afrique), le 

rééquipement du Centre médical du personnel et la modernisation 

du centres de loisir du personnel, tout ceci ont eu lieu durant la 

période en cours, et indique notre bonne volonté à fournir des 

facilitateurs de performances nécessaires.

Comme marque de notre assurance à atteindre cette projection 

ambitieuse mais réalisable de revenus de 500 milliards de nairas 

(cinq cents milliards de nairas) que nous nous sommes fixé d'ici la 

fin 2023, nous allons centraliser toutes nos efforts et se concentrer 

sur la finalisation des arrangements de financement pour notre 

campagne de réhabilitation du port.

Je tiens également à mentionner notre 

engagement pour la mise en point de la 

numérisation orientée vers l'efficacité, 

l'amélioration et la collaboration avec les pays 

voisins enclavés comme le Niger et Chad, avec qui 

nous avons déjà entamé des discussions pour 

qu'ils fréquentent nos ports comme plaques 

tournantes pour le transbordement des 

marchandises.

Je vous remercie beaucoup pour votre soutien 

soutenu et vous exhorte à continuer sur nos 

objectifs alors que nous avançons vers une fin 

d'année qui promet d'être mieux que la 

précédente.
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What informed your port rehabilitation drive?
As you know, infrastructure is germane to Port 

efficiency and competitiveness. So, to actualise our 
strategic intent of being the maritime logistics hub for 
sustainable port services in Africa, we needed to address 
the problem of aging port infrastructure and equipment, 
the positive effect of which is already being felt across 
the nation’s sea ports.

What was the state of the Control Towers before its 
rehabilitation by your Management?

The Control Towers for Lagos and Tin-Can Island Port 
Complexes were in a decrepit and non-functional state.   
In keeping with our drive to position our ports for greater 
efficiency we wasted no time in mobilising the necessary 
resources. We were able to achieve this by rehabilitating 
and equiping them with cutting edge technology to 
respond to the exigencies of domain awareness and the 
multiplicity of other functions such as Vessel Traffic 
Management, Navigation Assistance, Advance Visibility, 
S a f e t y  a n d  S e c u r i t y ,  E m e r g e n c y  R e s p o n s e ,  
Communication, Resource Management and Disaster 
Risk Mitigation amongst other crucial functions which a 
control tower enables.

What arrangement have you put in place to maintain 
the Control Towers?

We understand that the sustainability of investments 
such as this rests heavily on how well we maintain them. 
We have tasked the user Department under the 
leadership of the Executive Director Marine 
& Operations to take frontline ownership of 
t h e  f a c i l i t y  a n d  e n s u r e  e f f e c t i v e  
maintenance.  I am persuaded they would 
deliver. This is a clear departure from the 
past where maintenance responsibility is not 
clearly spelt out.

How would the Control Towers improve 
efficiency in our Ports?

As inferred in my earlier response, 
Control Towers enhance our domain 
awareness capability and that in itself 
implies that we can control input and 
output.

How will these additional crafts enhance 
revenue generation?

The acquisition of the craft will in several 
ways improve and provide efficient marine 
services, this we have promised our stakeholders and we 
intend to keep to every letter of that service promised. 
Note with efficiency comes increased customer 
satisfaction, and with increased customer satisfaction 
comes increased patronage and of course increased 
revenue. 

Do you have the plan to acquire more of such crafts?
Certainly. We do not intend to rest on this. We 

understand that success not improved upon, 
easily becomes failure. So, we intend to 
continuously outdo ourselves in terms of 
efficient service delivery.

What other areas of port development is 
the management looking into in the nearest 
future?

Our drive towards new port development 
remains relentless, and our efforts are 
beginning to crystallise. For instance, apart 
from the approval already secured for 
Badagry Deep Seaport, we have also secured 
approval for Ondo Deep Seaport, Snake 
Island and Koko Ports, whilst providing 
technical guidance for other upcoming ports.

What is the management doing to 
rehabilitate the collapsing quay walls of the 
Tin-Can Island Port?

If you have been following the news, you 
must have discovered that we are at conclusive stages of 
securing the necessary approvals for the best financing 
option for the reconstruction of Tin-Can Island Port 
Complex. We have undertaken due diligence with 
reputable local and international institutions with the 
requisite technical and financial competence to fund, not 
just the reconstruction of Tin-Can, but all the other ports 
we have identified infrastructural deficits.

INTERVIEW

The Managing Director, Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko, in this 
interview with the Editorial Team of Nigerian Ports Today explains the reasons behind his 
unique drive for the rehabilitation of port infrastructure and how he is repositioning the 
port to become the logistics hub in West and Central Africa.
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Generally, what qualifies as port infrastructure?
Port infrastructure include the facilities that support the 

arrival and departure of the vessel in a port or a harbour. 
That includes the breakwater, the Quay apron, and the 
buoy that guide the arrival of the vessel within the channel. 
Ports will not exist without the deployment of these 
important infrastructures and superstructures, because 
they play a significant role in ensuring that vessels that are 
arriving receive effective custom services.

Tell us the present state of port infrastructure in 
Nigeria

If we are talking specifically about Nigerian ports, we 
should understand that some of our ports are very old. 
Indeed, we have ports that have existed for over 100 years; 

like Rivers Port. Therefore, we should know that through 
wear and tear, a lot of these facilities have worn-out and 
even those that were built in the 1970s, including Warri, 
Calabar, Tin-Can ports have spent significant number of 
years and they have therefore, experienced a lot of 
deterioration.

If you are to do an appraisal of infrastructures across the 
port, you will notice that we require efforts to improve 
them and to renew them. That said, I think there’s a 
deliberate effort by management to look at the state of 
these facilities and to begin a renewal effort that will 
support the next phase of development and service 
delivery by Nigerian Ports. In summary, the Ports, 
particularly those in Lagos are where we receive a 

significant part of cargo in terms of volume. I think Lagos 
supports between 60 per cent and 65 per cent in terms of 
volume of cargo that arrives at the country.

Recently, the management embarked on rehabilitation 
of Tin Can Island and Apapa Ports. What informed this 
decision?

Rehabilitation of Tin-Can and Apapa ports is actually a 
major project that the current management has embarked 
upon. I have been around in the Authority for quite a while, 
and I think this is one of the major rehabilitation work that 
has taken place on the Control Towers in the Lagos ports. 
The deliberate approach taken by the management is quite 
commendable, because management actually deployed 
not only financial resources, but technical support to 
ensure that the best was done concerning the control 
towers. 

For a port like ours, the primary means of communicating 
with vessels outside our shores or those that are 
approaching our shores is through the Control Towers and 
the facilities that are there, help our harbour masters to be 
able to interface with vessels that are approaching our 
territorial waters and also coming to our port. So, what 
informed management’s effort is to improve service 
delivery to vessels that are coming into our port and to also 
increase the competitiveness of our ports among its peers 
in the sub region. The commendation received by 
management, particularly from the harbour masters and 
the port management in both ports, underscores the 
importance of these facilities. It also provides a transit 
environment for Pilots that are arriving, so that 
they can do their work effectively. I believe those 
are some of the reasons that underline 
management’s focus and determination to 
improve those facilities. This has been achieved.

With the Control Towers in place, what are 
we expecting to see differently in NPA 
operations?

What you will see in practical terms, and you 
can verify this with those in the harbours 
department, is that it will improve (first) the 
working environment for harbours personnel, 
particularly the pilots. Like I said, it provides a 
transit environment for those that are going to 
be deployed to service vessels that are arriving. It will also 
improve communication between the vessels that are 
arriving and our personnel, particularly those that are 
monitoring and handling the port control. They are the 
people that are really communicating with these vessels. It 
provides an opportunity to monitor more effectively what 
is happening within the channel, and also to guide vessels 
arriving on their movement. Therefore, it has a lot of 
positive implication for the service delivery and efficiency 
of our port.

Recently, two tug boats were commissioned by the 
Managing Director. What do we intend to see with the 
crafts in place?

Specifically, two 80-tonne tug boats were recently 
acquired by the management to service the operation at 
the Lekki Port. As you are aware, Lekki Deep Sea Port puts 
Nigerian Ports Authority in pole position now in the 

competitiveness, among ports in the sub-region. 
So, the deployment of these very expensive tugs is 

to raise the status of this port, and the 
ability of Nigerian Ports Authority to berth 
bigger vessels within the port environment. 
As you are aware, once these bigger vessels 
arrive at Lekki, smaller feeders will come to 
pick some of the cargoes that are dropped, 
particularly boxes, to places within and 
outside the immediate port environment. 
And this has a way of boosting trade and 
also helping the Nigerian ports to recover a 
lot of the cargo which it has lost to other 
ports within the sub-region. Therefore, the 
e q u i p m e n t  w i l l  i m p r o v e  o u r  
competitiveness. Lekki Port is definitely a 

game-changer. The purchase and deployment of these 
80-tonne pull-and-pull tugs is a big signal that Nigeria is 
back in terms of the competitive edge within the sub-
region. It’s a big milestone; one that we should all be 
happy about.

Are there other areas of focus to improve Port 
Infrastructure?

When we are talking about port infrastructure, all of 
these quay walls are some of the major things that you 
see management focusing on in terms of major 
infrastructure renewal. Starting with ports in Lagos, Tin-
Can is in focus, and then Apapa, with other ports to 
follow. But more than that, there are a lot of other 
things that management is doing, Policy-wise; for 
example, there are series of policy deployments over 
the last three or four years that management has been 
doing that is helping to improve the port environment 
and boost efficiency.
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ensure that the best was done concerning the control 
towers. 

For a port like ours, the primary means of communicating 
with vessels outside our shores or those that are 
approaching our shores is through the Control Towers and 
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importance of these facilities. It also provides a transit 
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are some of the reasons that underline 
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Generally, Control Towers contribute to the  
overall effectiveness and productivity of the 
seaport, making it more reliable and attractive 

to shipping companies and stakeholders.
The detailed advantages of a Control Tower are as 

follow:
Accommodation:  The Control Tower provides 

accommodation for all the sections of the marine and 
harbour operations. This includes the Harbour Master 
office, Pilot section, radio signal station, Vts station, 
and mooring and berthing section. 

Enhanced Safety: A control tower allows for 
centralised monitoring and coordination of activities 
within the seaport. It enables real-time tracking of 
vessel movements, ensuring safe navigation and 
minimising the risk of collisions or accidents. The tower 
can provide weather updates, tidal information, and 
other critical data that can help guide ship movements 
and improve overall safety.

The Port Manager, Lagos Port Complex, 
Apapa,  Mr. Charles Okaga, in this 
interview, said the management has 

positioned the  ports for operational efficiency 
based on the newly rehabilitated Control Towers 
and the attendant positive changes it will bring.

Florence Onweagba and  Omidiji Olubiyi report.

What are your thoughts about the recent rehabilitation 
of the Control Tower?

The recent rehabilitated Control Towers are testament 
to the commitment of the Management of the Nigerian 
Ports Authority to position the Ports for operational 
efficiency. As we all know a Control Tower is the point 
from which ship traffic in and out of the ports are 
managed. 

Furthermore, they serve as the coordination point from 
where port control and communication with incoming 
and outgoing vessels are made. The towers also provide 

Boost Efficient Traffic Management: With a control 
tower, port authorities can efficiently manage vessel 
traffic within the seaport. The tower acts as a nerve 
centre, coordinating the arrival and departure of ships, 
optimising berthing schedules, and facilitating smooth 
movement of vessels in and out of the port. This helps 
minimise congestion, reduce waiting times, and improve 
overall operational efficiency.

Improved Resource Allocation:  A control tower 
provides a comprehensive view of the seaport’s 
operations, including available berths, cranes, and other 
resources. This visibility allows port authorities to make 
informed decisions about resource allocation, ensuring 
optimal utilisation and reducing idle time. By effectively 
managing resources, the seaport can enhance 
productivity and reduce costs.

Enhanced Emergency Response and Security: In the 
event of an emergency or security threat, a control 
tower becomes a vital command centre. It can quickly 
communicate and coordinate responses with relevant 
stakeholders, such as port security, emergency services, 
and local authorities. The tower’s monitoring capabilities 
enable early detection of potential security breaches or 
safety hazards, allowing for prompt intervention and 
mitigating risks.

 
Environmental Management: Control towers can 

contribute to environmental sustainability in seaports. 
By monitoring and controlling vessel movements, they 

can help enforce regulations related 
to emissions, noise pollution, and 
other environmental concerns. The 
tower can facilitate the 
implementation of eco-friendly 
practices and ensure compliance 
with environmental standards, 
promoting a greener and more 
sustainable seaport operation.

Data Analytics and Decision 
Support: Control towers gather and analyse vast 
amounts of data related to seaport operations. This data 
can be used to identify trends, optimise processes, and 
make informed decisions. By leveraging advanced 
analytics and modelling techniques, the control tower 
can provide insights into operational performance, 
identify bottlenecks, and suggest improvements, 
leading to enhanced efficiency and competitiveness.

As a whole, the above benefits enhanced turnaround 
time in berths/ ports because of effective and efficient 
traffic monitoring, improved safety and security, and 
boosting Radio/Signalman morale, hereby improving 
productivity. The range of radio communication is 
improved because of the height of the Control Tower 
and radio wave obstructions are reduced.

Also, we enjoy timely tracking of illegal movements 
into ports as a result of end-to-end visibility without 
obstruction because of height and radio watch.

 
 
 

comfort for shipping as an important facility for 
guaranteeing safety of navigation through effective 
communication.

With the installation of state-of-the-art equipment, it 
boosts the confidence of the international shipping 
community towards port patronage.

Finally, this has also improved the confidence of our 
marine officers who now operate in a more 
comfortable work environment hence at ease for 24 
hours service.

With the commissioning of the Tower, what positive 
changes are we likely to witness?

We expect to witness better traffic management, 
improved safety of navigation within the territorial 
water and improved port productivity through 
reception of higher draught vessels. Also, we hope to 
experience  sustained trust in our service provision by 
the international shipping community and reduced 
occurrences of marine accidents which may arise from 
poor coordination of traffic along the channel. More 
importantly quick turnaround of vessels.

What was the state of the Control Tower before the 
recent rehabilitation by Management?

The state of the Tower before the rehabilitation 
could be better described as decrepit. The hostel 
facility for mariners was completely obsolete and not 
fit for accommodation. This caused a lot of problems 
for expedient ship services, by the Pilots and Mooring 
Men. They have to travel several hours to get to work 
rather than having a well-equipped hostel for 
proximity. The elevators were nonfunctional and 

unserviceable; the communication 
equipment were outdated and there 
were several issues of service 
delivery failures etc.

How are you collaborating with 
other agencies with the tower in 
place?

Management in its wisdom has 
appointed a maintenance contractor 
for management of the facility. The 

Authority’s role is to ensure adequate supervision of 
the facility management company for utmost 
efficiency in its functions.

On the part of the Stakeholders, our advocacy would 
be for them to treat the facility with a sense of 
ownership. This way adequate care would be 
exercised in handling the equipment.

What is your take on Trade Facilitation with the 
Control Tower in place?

As highlighted earlier, a functional Control Tower 
aids trade facilitation through quick turn around time 
of vessels and serves as a surveillance platform to 
deter nefarious ship movement along our channels.

This will invariably culminate in increased revenue 
generation, increased efficiency, and productivity as 
well as increased safety and security in line with the 
provisions of relevant International Maritime 
Organiation’s (IMO) instruments.

Management Repositions 
The Ports For Operational 

Efficiency — Okaga

Benefits of the Rehabilitated 
Control Towers to the 

Operations of NPA
— Capt. Daniel Hosea

Capt. Daniel Hosea
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within the seaport. It enables real-time tracking of 
vessel movements, ensuring safe navigation and 
minimising the risk of collisions or accidents. The tower 
can provide weather updates, tidal information, and 
other critical data that can help guide ship movements 
and improve overall safety.

The Port Manager, Lagos Port Complex, 
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interview, said the management has 
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and the attendant positive changes it will bring.
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optimal utilisation and reducing idle time. By effectively 
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productivity and reduce costs.
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tower becomes a vital command centre. It can quickly 
communicate and coordinate responses with relevant 
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enable early detection of potential security breaches or 
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On the part of the Stakeholders, our advocacy would 
be for them to treat the facility with a sense of 
ownership. This way adequate care would be 
exercised in handling the equipment.
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Management Repositions 
The Ports For Operational 

Efficiency — Okaga

Benefits of the Rehabilitated 
Control Towers to the 

Operations of NPA
— Capt. Daniel Hosea

Capt. Daniel Hosea
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In the past, Nigerians have suffered losses over 
failure to export their farm produce, but that 
narrative has changed as many agricultural 

produce now receive a boost with exportation to 
countries in Europe, America, Asia as well as other 
African countries. This analysis shows how Nigeria’s 
agro-produce has fared in recent times.

Nigeria’s agricultural produce exports in recent years 
have grown rapidly, with Europe, America and Asia 
being the major destinations.

The export of agricultural products to these countries 
now accounts for nearly 80 per cent of Nigeria’s total 
exports.

Agro exports surged to a five-year high in 2022 amid a 
local production push, according to a report by the 
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS).

The data shows that a total of N598.2billion worth of 
agricultural products were exported in 2022, accounting 
for 18.5 per cent increase when compared to the figure 
recorded in 2021. This has, in no small measure, pushed 
the interest of Nigerians into export business.

Interestingly, countries in Europe have become very 
important markets for Nigerian exporters, thereby 
making demand for agro export to surge.

The major export markets of Nigeria in Q4, 2022 were 
Spain, The Netherlands, India, France and Indonesia, 
according to the NBS Commodity Price Indices and 
Terms of Trade (Q4 2022) report.

Federal government’s efforts targeted at encouraging 
both production and exports have contributed in no 
small measure to the sudden surge in shipments to the 
developed world.

Nigeria’s quest to increase its export earnings received 
a significant boost in the fourth quarter of 2022 with the 
establishment of the Nigeria Customs Export Processing 
Command in Ijora, Lagos, with the command becoming 
a one-stop-shop for agro-export.

According to the NBS report, Nigeria exported 
N5.76trillion worth of items in 2021 and that increased in 
the first quarter of 2022 by 23.13 per cent, while imports 
declined by 0.67 per cent.

An analysis of the NBS Q4 2022 in terms of trade 
report indicates that the All-Commodity Group Export 
increased marginally by 0.04 per cent points between 
November and December 2022. This was majorly due to 
a decrease in prices of papermaking material; paper and 
paperboard, articles, live animals; animal products and 
an increase in the price of wood and articles of wood, 
wood charcoal and articles.

Some of the top export destinations are Spain, The 
Netherlands, France, India, and Indonesia. For instance, 
Nigeria exported major agro-produce to The 
Netherlands in the last quarter of 2022. It exported 

superior quality cocoa beans valued at N43.91 bn and 

standard quality cocoa beans worth N3.91bn to the 

Netherlands. Nigeria also exported commodities to 

Indonesia during the period; they are superior quality cocoa 

beans (N7.99bn) and standard quality cocoa beans 

(N1.86bn).

Other items exported are mineral resources, such as 

lithium ore, manganese ore and zircon sand, to mention few.

From data available, cocoa beans top the list on the export 

chart, while cashew nuts, sesame seeds, hibiscus flowers, 

soya beans and ginger followed in that order.

Customs officials affirm that, the Lilypond Export 

Command, has reduced congestion along the access roads to 

the port and inside the port terminals, giving space for 

import containers, and that has given rise to a reduced cost 

of export business. It has reduced the issue of contract 

cancellation and the issue of pilfering of cargo has been 

eliminated.

They also confirmed that, “the Lilypond Export facilities 

have completely erased the issue of rejection and return of 

our agro-produce, which is usually caused by delay and lack 

of requisite phytosanitary certificates”..

To drive more exports, the permanent secretary in the 

Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment, Dr Evelyn Ngige, 

recently announced the launch of the Domestic Trade House 

in China. This would boost exports to the Asian region.

She said, “I am happy to inform you that the Nigerian 

Export Promotion Council (NEPC), in collaboration with 

relevant stakeholders, has launched a Domestic Warehouse 

Initiative, which is a one-stop facility or terminal for storage 

of products, packaging and branding in preparation for 

ultimate transportation to ports.

“This initiative was set up to eliminate logistics challenges, 

which our exporters faced. The export warehouses are 

critical in fostering non-oil trade exports and reducing 

challenges experienced by exporters.”

Dr Ngige further noted that China was deliberate because, 

through the Export Trading House, the volume of export and 

feasibility of seeing Nigeria’s products and market share with 

countries will be enhanced.
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Cocoa beans
ocoa is a revenue and foreign exchange earner for CNigeria, and the country is the fourth largest 
grower of the crop with 250,000 metric tonnes, 

according to data from the International Cocoa 
Organization.

According to the NBS, the value of superior-quality cocoa 
beans exported in nine months stood at N119.69 billion, 
accounting for 27.99 percent of total agricultural exports in 
the country within the same period.

The commodity was mainly exported to the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Germany, Indonesia, the United States, Malaysia, 
and Canada.

Sesamum seeds
igeria’s exportation of sesame seeds from NJanuary to September stood at N101.29 billion, 
accounting for 23.69 percent of the country’s 

total agric exports within the period reviewed.
The country is among the top growers of sesame seeds 

globally, thus making the seed an important component of 
Nigeria’s diversification plan.

China was the biggest importer of sesame seeds from 
Nigeria in the period under review. Other export 
destinations were China, Japan, Vietnam, Turkey, Greece, 
and Germany.

Sesame seeds could play a vital role in the country’s quest 
to earn substantial dollars as global demand for the crop 
continues to rise.

Cashew nuts in shell
he Nigerian Export Promotion Council (NEPC) has Tdescribed Nigeria as a major and growing player in 
the cashew industry, with a rising market share in 

global cashew production and an annual average 
production increase of 5 percent.

The country produces 220,000 to 240,000 tonnes of 
cashew in the shell, lower when compared to its African 
peers like Côte d’Ivoire, and Guinea Bissau, according to the 
NEPC.

It exported cashew nuts in shells to the tune of N60.89 
billion in the nine-month period, accounting for 14.24 
percent of the country’s total agric exports within the 
period reviewed.

Standard quality cocoa
he total value of standard-quality cocoa exported Tto Germany, Malaysia, Netherlands, Indonesia, 
Belgium, and Italy in the nine-month period was 

N24.15 billion.
The product accounted for 5.65 percent of the total 

agricultural exports in the country between January and 
September.

Nigeria’s climate supports the production and supply of 
cocoa beans from October to June. This is a relatively long 
cocoa production period where 1.4 million hectares of 
farmland is cultivated. Herewith, the country can always 
guarantee supply.

Cashew nuts shelled
lobally, Nigeria ranks among the top countries for Gsourcing cashew. Nigeria, according to the NEPC, 
is a leading exporter of premium quality raw 

cashew nuts, with an average 48 kernel yield out-turn.
Nigeria earned a sum of N16.93 billion from the 

exportation of cashew nuts shelled between January and 

September 2022. It accounted for 3.96 percent of the total agric 
export value in the period under review.

According to the National Cashew Association of Nigeria, the 
country earned about N14 billion from the export of cashew in 
2021 and is in the process of doubling the annual production of 
the commodity to 1,000,000 metric tonnes per annum.

Nigeria exported shelled cashew nuts to Vietnam, India, the 
United Kingdom, the United States, and Nepal within the period 
considered.

Dessicated coconuts
esiccated coconut is the grated and dehydrated Dcoconut meat, usually drier than shredded coconut, 
and is mainly used in the bakery and confectionery 

industries.
Desiccated coconuts amounting to N13.86 billion were 

exported to Vietnam and India in the first six months of 2022, 
accounting for 3.24 percent of the total agricultural exports in 
the period. The country did not export the commodity in Q3.

Ginger, neither crushed nor ground
inger valued at N11.32 billion was exported from GJanuary to September. Its exports accounted for 2.65 
percent of the N427.6 billion total agro-foods exports 

in the period.
Citing statistics from the Food and Agriculture Organisation, 

the NEPC said Nigeria accounts for 40 percent of global ginger 
production, producing almost 523,000 metric tonnes annually.

According to the NBS, ginger is one of Nigeria’s main 
agricultural export products, and it has ranked steadily as the 
fourth- or fifth-highest.

Natural cocoa butter
he NEPC has said there is a lot of additional export Tpotential for Nigerian cocoa butter. According to the 
council, the most promising market would be the 

Netherlands. Additional export potential is estimated at $28.2 
million up to 2021. Other interesting markets for increasing 
cocoa butter exports include France, Canada, Turkey and 
Poland.

Nigeria exported natural cocoa butter to the tune of N11.17 
billion from January to September 2022, to Germany, 
Netherlands, and Estonia, accounting for 2.61 percent of total 
agricultural exports.

Other frozen shrimps and prawns
rozen shrimps and prawns accounted for 2.46 percent Fof total agricultural exports in the period under review.

Nigeria exported frozen shrimps and prawns at a value of 
N10.53 billion in the period.

Exported to the Netherlands, France, Belgium, the United 
States, and the UK, frozen shrimp is an essential ingredient for 
seafood meals; it can be added to salad, pasta, and other meals.

Other cut flowers and flower buds of kind suitable ornamental 
purposes fresh, dried, dyed

These were exported in the nine-month period, generating 
N10.45 billion and accounting for 2.44 percent of total agric 
exports within the period.

*Culled from Business Day

Top 10 Agro-Commodities Exported By Nigeria In 2022
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What informed the Management’s drive on the Agro 
Export market in Nigeria?

One thing I will have to say is to amend the question a 
little. It is not just about NPA Management’s thrust about 
agro export. Nigeria sees the discovery of oil as depending 
on just that one product. Oil has always been the only 
export product and over time we have come to realize 
that the fortunes of oil have started dwindling deep and 
government at various times have always talked about 
diversification of the economy.

Talking about the diversification of the economy, what 
are the practical steps that have been taken to diversify 

the economy?
If you go to several parts of the northern part of this 

country, even in the southern parts; in some of the states, 
you will see agro products that are just being wasted and 
these are products that could be exported to earn more 
revenue for the country.

Government in its wisdom has looked at the export 
sector with all its impediments and said “okay while we are 
talking about diversifying the economy and there are 
several other sectors, let us put our focus first on the Agro 
sector and see what we can do in terms of facilitating the 
exporters.”

They cannot talk about export without the Nigerian 

Ports Authority, because Nigerian Ports Authority 
would definitely create a pivotal way. So, it is NPA 
keying into the focus of government.

We looked at it totally and we feel the obstacles we 
have in exporting the products are not encouraging to 
even exporters within the country and we need to take 
off these impediments; if not totally eliminate them, at 
least reduce them to the barest minimum and that is 
why we came up with the idea on this Export 
Processing Terminals; where we can make attempts to 
remove the impediments before these products go 
into the terminals for exports.

While you were giving a background, you 
mentioned some impediments. What are those 
impediments?

Mostly it is about the processes that exporters have 
to go through for the considered good to go or be on-
board and there are some forms that they have to fill 
and documentations to carry out before the produce 
can be okay for exports. There are those from Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Customs and others. 
What we are attempting to do is always make 
them understand these processes. The 
EPTs provide the opportunity for 
exporters to be properly guided on the 
process of the documentation, so that 
once they leave those terminals, there is 
no other obstacle.  Another obstacle is 
leaving warehouses where containers are 
stuffed and then on the road where they 
are stopped or even getting into the 
terminals when their documentation is 
not complete.

The NPA licensed five terminals, how 
did you arrive at these? What were the 
criteria?

When the decision was taken to 
establish processing terminals, we didn’t 
just stop at making a decision. We took 
steps. There were advertisements published on the 
dailies sometime in April 2021. We received about 
twenty-nine applications from people who were 
interested, we had to evaluate and screen them, and 
we came up with initially about nineteen. When we talk 
about criteria, we are looking at the size of the facility 
that is available. Is it a facility that can at least take in 
like 75 trucks at a time? And then the place; does it 
have communications that would be able to 
communicate with our Eto platform?

There are several things that were put in the advert 
and we went to the field to look at the state of 
readiness and paved environment where you can have 
all these agencies and government placed in the room 
and be able to take care of the roles they are supposed 
to play within that same environment.

We looked at all that and finally, we came up with; 
not just with five, there are also others that were given 

provisional license. That is, we are seeing that you are 
interested and doing something. but you have not been 
able to meet our standard and expectations so we are 
giving them time.

But the five are the ones considered as ready to go. 
They have not just expressed interest, but have also 
shown capacity to do what is expected of them. There 
are other four that were given provisional licenses and 
they are still working. You must be seen working in line 
with NPA expectations. That is how they got there. If 
the ones given final approval are not able to meet up 
with the work expected of them, they can either cancel 
out-rightly or they are strengthened with the addition of 
more persons.

          
Can you briefly explain what the modus operandi will 

be from these terminals?
Operationally and by our expectation, they are 

supposed to be like a one- stop-shop for exports. 
Wherever they are coming from once they get there, it 
could be that stuffing is done there. It could be that 

stuffing has already been done outside of the export 
processing terminal and what is to be done there is 

maybe just examination. The Nigeria Customs 
Service (NCS) and all necessary relevant 
agencies of government, agencies approved 
by government to ensure the export meet 
standard are all there to examine and then 
ensure that the products are okay.

From there, the produce move to the Port 
seamlessly as I have said, so that on the road 
no Customs Officer is putting them through 
another round of examination. At the Ports 
too, no Customs Officer disturbs, knowing 
that this particular container is coming from 
an export processing terminal and it should 
be certain that everything that needs to be 
done has been done. And then they are also in 
communication with the shipping lines. They  
(that is, both terminal operators and shipping 
lines) know the number of boxes that they 

can take; and those are the boxes that will be allowed 
to exit the export processing terminals to the port for 
onward shipment.

We want to put a stop to a situation where some 
exporters that are just finding their way on the bridges 
and even while they are on the bridge and even at the 
terminal, they are still processing papers. We want to 
stop all these, we want a situation where these export 
terminals are in place and they can guide the exporters. 
The relevant agencies are there and before they leave 
the terminals, they must be sure that everything has 
been satisfied, and then they seal and it moves.

How do you monitor their operation?
The issue is when we even did the initial evaluation, 

we had a project delivery team that went to all the sites 
that we were invited to see and all that. And daily, they 
are always at this point to see what is happening. When 

Agro Export Initiative: 
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In this interview with NPT Team, the NPA’s Executive Director, Marine &Operations 
speaks on the driving force behind NPA’s Non-oil Export Initiative. He says, “We will 
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What informed the Management’s drive on the Agro 
Export market in Nigeria?

One thing I will have to say is to amend the question a 
little. It is not just about NPA Management’s thrust about 
agro export. Nigeria sees the discovery of oil as depending 
on just that one product. Oil has always been the only 
export product and over time we have come to realize 
that the fortunes of oil have started dwindling deep and 
government at various times have always talked about 
diversification of the economy.

Talking about the diversification of the economy, what 
are the practical steps that have been taken to diversify 

the economy?
If you go to several parts of the northern part of this 

country, even in the southern parts; in some of the states, 
you will see agro products that are just being wasted and 
these are products that could be exported to earn more 
revenue for the country.

Government in its wisdom has looked at the export 
sector with all its impediments and said “okay while we are 
talking about diversifying the economy and there are 
several other sectors, let us put our focus first on the Agro 
sector and see what we can do in terms of facilitating the 
exporters.”

They cannot talk about export without the Nigerian 

Ports Authority, because Nigerian Ports Authority 
would definitely create a pivotal way. So, it is NPA 
keying into the focus of government.

We looked at it totally and we feel the obstacles we 
have in exporting the products are not encouraging to 
even exporters within the country and we need to take 
off these impediments; if not totally eliminate them, at 
least reduce them to the barest minimum and that is 
why we came up with the idea on this Export 
Processing Terminals; where we can make attempts to 
remove the impediments before these products go 
into the terminals for exports.

While you were giving a background, you 
mentioned some impediments. What are those 
impediments?

Mostly it is about the processes that exporters have 
to go through for the considered good to go or be on-
board and there are some forms that they have to fill 
and documentations to carry out before the produce 
can be okay for exports. There are those from Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Customs and others. 
What we are attempting to do is always make 
them understand these processes. The 
EPTs provide the opportunity for 
exporters to be properly guided on the 
process of the documentation, so that 
once they leave those terminals, there is 
no other obstacle.  Another obstacle is 
leaving warehouses where containers are 
stuffed and then on the road where they 
are stopped or even getting into the 
terminals when their documentation is 
not complete.

The NPA licensed five terminals, how 
did you arrive at these? What were the 
criteria?

When the decision was taken to 
establish processing terminals, we didn’t 
just stop at making a decision. We took 
steps. There were advertisements published on the 
dailies sometime in April 2021. We received about 
twenty-nine applications from people who were 
interested, we had to evaluate and screen them, and 
we came up with initially about nineteen. When we talk 
about criteria, we are looking at the size of the facility 
that is available. Is it a facility that can at least take in 
like 75 trucks at a time? And then the place; does it 
have communications that would be able to 
communicate with our Eto platform?

There are several things that were put in the advert 
and we went to the field to look at the state of 
readiness and paved environment where you can have 
all these agencies and government placed in the room 
and be able to take care of the roles they are supposed 
to play within that same environment.

We looked at all that and finally, we came up with; 
not just with five, there are also others that were given 

provisional license. That is, we are seeing that you are 
interested and doing something. but you have not been 
able to meet our standard and expectations so we are 
giving them time.

But the five are the ones considered as ready to go. 
They have not just expressed interest, but have also 
shown capacity to do what is expected of them. There 
are other four that were given provisional licenses and 
they are still working. You must be seen working in line 
with NPA expectations. That is how they got there. If 
the ones given final approval are not able to meet up 
with the work expected of them, they can either cancel 
out-rightly or they are strengthened with the addition of 
more persons.

          
Can you briefly explain what the modus operandi will 

be from these terminals?
Operationally and by our expectation, they are 

supposed to be like a one- stop-shop for exports. 
Wherever they are coming from once they get there, it 
could be that stuffing is done there. It could be that 

stuffing has already been done outside of the export 
processing terminal and what is to be done there is 

maybe just examination. The Nigeria Customs 
Service (NCS) and all necessary relevant 
agencies of government, agencies approved 
by government to ensure the export meet 
standard are all there to examine and then 
ensure that the products are okay.

From there, the produce move to the Port 
seamlessly as I have said, so that on the road 
no Customs Officer is putting them through 
another round of examination. At the Ports 
too, no Customs Officer disturbs, knowing 
that this particular container is coming from 
an export processing terminal and it should 
be certain that everything that needs to be 
done has been done. And then they are also in 
communication with the shipping lines. They  
(that is, both terminal operators and shipping 
lines) know the number of boxes that they 

can take; and those are the boxes that will be allowed 
to exit the export processing terminals to the port for 
onward shipment.

We want to put a stop to a situation where some 
exporters that are just finding their way on the bridges 
and even while they are on the bridge and even at the 
terminal, they are still processing papers. We want to 
stop all these, we want a situation where these export 
terminals are in place and they can guide the exporters. 
The relevant agencies are there and before they leave 
the terminals, they must be sure that everything has 
been satisfied, and then they seal and it moves.

How do you monitor their operation?
The issue is when we even did the initial evaluation, 

we had a project delivery team that went to all the sites 
that we were invited to see and all that. And daily, they 
are always at this point to see what is happening. When 
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we talk about monitoring, it’s not just even about NPA. 
All the government agencies, the Customs, the 
Quarantine, etc are all there for the same purpose of 
monitoring and ensuring that standards are met.

NPA is just like the pivotal agency, we are the leaders 
leading all the other agencies, we are not just looking at 
boxes. But even the issue of how you treat the 
exporters that are coming to your terminal.

We are also to ensure that exporters are not ripped-
off and you don’t put additional burden on them; like 
when they are exporting outside of the export 
processing terminals, how much are they spending to 
get their boxes on the vessel?

We also monitor the charges that are imposed on 
them. For instance, no export processing terminal is 
allowed to charge for any service that is not rendered. 
For a cargo that has been examined; that probably 
comes there for weighing and all that, you will not 
charge for examination; you only charge for services 
rendered at the terminal.

Our desire is to ensure we make it easy for them to 
export their products, rather than the situation we used 
to have where boxes are just lying at the 
terminals for one reason or the other. We are not 
just monitoring exporters or the export 
processing terminals, we also monitor 
what happens even at the terminal in 
terms of the terminal operator, as well as 
the shipping lines.

So, the performance will be monitored 
by using several parameters. Whereas for 
the ones that are provisional, the 
standards that are set will always tick off. 
These are the standards; Have you met 
these criteria? And then you are good to 
go. But if you don’t meet them within 
specified period,  you could be 
appropriately sanctioned or terminated. 
In fact, we are determined to the level 
that we open it up just to Nigerians. There 
are also several other foreign interests 
that are interested in what we are doing. 
That is to show that it is something 
acceptable. In terms of monitoring, rest 
assured that everything is in place to ensure compliance 
with the desire and focus of the present administration 
piloted by NPA.

The five that have been given go ahead to work; 
doyou have a provisional time to review? Maybe you 
work for three years, you review and so on. Do you 
have any timeline for them to review?

They were not given any timeline for review, it is a 
daily implementation. We have our daily monitors for 
anything that is not in-line. We tell the terminal 
operator; you are failing in this area, you are not 
meeting up in this area. If you do not correct, we will 
sanction. So, it is not as far as waiting for one year, two 

yearsand allow you to keep doing what is wrong within 
two years before we evaluate. It’s a daily, weekly 
evaluation.

How is the management seen in this agro-export 
initiative by the ‘outside world’?

Naysayers initially always reject change and 
sometimes people do not see the future. They don’t see 
ahead. When people are used to a certain way of doing 
things, they will always want to stick to that way, even if 
you are bringing something that is better. For instance, 
a driver that has been using manual gear, when you give 
him automatic, it is better for him, it will be easier for 
him, but sometimes resistance will come.

So, naysayers will always be there. But the issue is 
that, NPA has tested this in several areas, especially like 
ETO. We got some levels of resistance  but today, they 
will tell us that the worst of ETO is better than what 
they were used to. And I will not be surprised if there 
are naysayers outside or not. But what is our focus? Our 
eyes will be on the ball. We will not allow ourselves to 
be distracted by naysayers and those who do not 
believe in change.

There is room for fine-tuning, but there is no going 
back on this initiative. Government has seen that 
NPA is taking the right step and we are getting the 

support and the backing of government. So, 
we have the Presidential Enabling Business 
Environment Council.

For people that think it is not proper. I just 
give them the benefit of the time. I believe 
that they will all struggle to keep it. Major 
exporters are talking to us and we are 
looking at them and also looking for a way to 
address the situation, we are not just going 
to proliferate EPTs everywhere for the sake 
of it, but as the numbers that did not even 
meet up with our advert in terms of 
application continues growing, we will 
expand. We will extend to even other areas. 
So, it is going to be things that we will 
replicate in the ports. This is just the pivotal 
point, the pilot scheme. By the time we 
perfect it, it will go to the other ports, 
because export is not just within the Lagos 
corridor.

What is the level of collaboration between the NPA 
and other stakeholders?

When we talk about other stakeholders, there are 
several agencies of government. But one major 
government agency that is involved with exports that 
cannot be taken for granted is the Nigeria Customs 
Service. They are the greatest partners that we have. 
Nigeria Customs also saw the need for this; to the 
extent that they have established an entire Export 
Command, Nigeria Customs Export Command that is 
situated at Lillypond. The Nigeria Customs Service has 
been a good partner to NPA and I commend them for 
that.

What is the role of NPA in this new drive?
Export in Nigeria has a lot of challenges and these 

challenges can be traced down to delays in 
exportation. There are some people who are not really 
getting the specifications right, they don’t know what 
to do. You find somebody that heard that cocoa brings 
a lot of money when you export it, so they just go get 
the products from the farmers; bring everything and 
package it into the container and get them to the 
Ports. It is when they get to the Ports that they will 
now realize that there are some specifications, 
inspections and all that they need to do to be able to 
get the product across.  So they may abandon the 
products at the port and start running from pillar to 
post; at the end of the day the goods get bad and they 
don’t meet the target.

It is because of all these difficulties and challenges 
facing the export business in Nigeria that the 
Presidency through Executive Order 001, mandated 

Nigerian Ports Authority to create export terminals 
within and around the Ports.

As we all know, as at that time, the ports were filled to 
capacity, so Nigerian Ports Authority had to look for ways 
to ensure that these challenges were eradicated and that 
the goods get to the Port on time and have all the 
necessary Certifications that they need so that they can 
be transported to the various countries on time and in 
good quality. That is where the Nigerian Ports Authority 
comes in and they are also there to ensure that they 
manage the movement and transfer of all those export 
goods into the ports without any hindrance, through 
effective traffic management, giving the agro produce 
priority and all the necessary support.

How did the NPA arrive at the number of Terminals?
Before I tell you the number, let me tell you what the 

Export Processing Terminals (EPTs) do. After that 
Executive Order 001 had directed NPA to create the 
export terminals, NPA realised that there was no space 
within the Port premises.  So private engagements were 

 Mrs. Ilori Olufunke is a Senior Manager and Desk Officer of the Export Processing 
Terminal (EPT) of the NPA. In this interview, she talks about the whole concept of 
Export and Authority’s initiative at raising the tempo of Nigeria’s Export goods.
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we talk about monitoring, it’s not just even about NPA. 
All the government agencies, the Customs, the 
Quarantine, etc are all there for the same purpose of 
monitoring and ensuring that standards are met.

NPA is just like the pivotal agency, we are the leaders 
leading all the other agencies, we are not just looking at 
boxes. But even the issue of how you treat the 
exporters that are coming to your terminal.

We are also to ensure that exporters are not ripped-
off and you don’t put additional burden on them; like 
when they are exporting outside of the export 
processing terminals, how much are they spending to 
get their boxes on the vessel?

We also monitor the charges that are imposed on 
them. For instance, no export processing terminal is 
allowed to charge for any service that is not rendered. 
For a cargo that has been examined; that probably 
comes there for weighing and all that, you will not 
charge for examination; you only charge for services 
rendered at the terminal.

Our desire is to ensure we make it easy for them to 
export their products, rather than the situation we used 
to have where boxes are just lying at the 
terminals for one reason or the other. We are not 
just monitoring exporters or the export 
processing terminals, we also monitor 
what happens even at the terminal in 
terms of the terminal operator, as well as 
the shipping lines.

So, the performance will be monitored 
by using several parameters. Whereas for 
the ones that are provisional, the 
standards that are set will always tick off. 
These are the standards; Have you met 
these criteria? And then you are good to 
go. But if you don’t meet them within 
specified period,  you could be 
appropriately sanctioned or terminated. 
In fact, we are determined to the level 
that we open it up just to Nigerians. There 
are also several other foreign interests 
that are interested in what we are doing. 
That is to show that it is something 
acceptable. In terms of monitoring, rest 
assured that everything is in place to ensure compliance 
with the desire and focus of the present administration 
piloted by NPA.

The five that have been given go ahead to work; 
doyou have a provisional time to review? Maybe you 
work for three years, you review and so on. Do you 
have any timeline for them to review?

They were not given any timeline for review, it is a 
daily implementation. We have our daily monitors for 
anything that is not in-line. We tell the terminal 
operator; you are failing in this area, you are not 
meeting up in this area. If you do not correct, we will 
sanction. So, it is not as far as waiting for one year, two 

yearsand allow you to keep doing what is wrong within 
two years before we evaluate. It’s a daily, weekly 
evaluation.

How is the management seen in this agro-export 
initiative by the ‘outside world’?

Naysayers initially always reject change and 
sometimes people do not see the future. They don’t see 
ahead. When people are used to a certain way of doing 
things, they will always want to stick to that way, even if 
you are bringing something that is better. For instance, 
a driver that has been using manual gear, when you give 
him automatic, it is better for him, it will be easier for 
him, but sometimes resistance will come.

So, naysayers will always be there. But the issue is 
that, NPA has tested this in several areas, especially like 
ETO. We got some levels of resistance  but today, they 
will tell us that the worst of ETO is better than what 
they were used to. And I will not be surprised if there 
are naysayers outside or not. But what is our focus? Our 
eyes will be on the ball. We will not allow ourselves to 
be distracted by naysayers and those who do not 
believe in change.

There is room for fine-tuning, but there is no going 
back on this initiative. Government has seen that 
NPA is taking the right step and we are getting the 

support and the backing of government. So, 
we have the Presidential Enabling Business 
Environment Council.

For people that think it is not proper. I just 
give them the benefit of the time. I believe 
that they will all struggle to keep it. Major 
exporters are talking to us and we are 
looking at them and also looking for a way to 
address the situation, we are not just going 
to proliferate EPTs everywhere for the sake 
of it, but as the numbers that did not even 
meet up with our advert in terms of 
application continues growing, we will 
expand. We will extend to even other areas. 
So, it is going to be things that we will 
replicate in the ports. This is just the pivotal 
point, the pilot scheme. By the time we 
perfect it, it will go to the other ports, 
because export is not just within the Lagos 
corridor.

What is the level of collaboration between the NPA 
and other stakeholders?

When we talk about other stakeholders, there are 
several agencies of government. But one major 
government agency that is involved with exports that 
cannot be taken for granted is the Nigeria Customs 
Service. They are the greatest partners that we have. 
Nigeria Customs also saw the need for this; to the 
extent that they have established an entire Export 
Command, Nigeria Customs Export Command that is 
situated at Lillypond. The Nigeria Customs Service has 
been a good partner to NPA and I commend them for 
that.

What is the role of NPA in this new drive?
Export in Nigeria has a lot of challenges and these 

challenges can be traced down to delays in 
exportation. There are some people who are not really 
getting the specifications right, they don’t know what 
to do. You find somebody that heard that cocoa brings 
a lot of money when you export it, so they just go get 
the products from the farmers; bring everything and 
package it into the container and get them to the 
Ports. It is when they get to the Ports that they will 
now realize that there are some specifications, 
inspections and all that they need to do to be able to 
get the product across.  So they may abandon the 
products at the port and start running from pillar to 
post; at the end of the day the goods get bad and they 
don’t meet the target.

It is because of all these difficulties and challenges 
facing the export business in Nigeria that the 
Presidency through Executive Order 001, mandated 

Nigerian Ports Authority to create export terminals 
within and around the Ports.

As we all know, as at that time, the ports were filled to 
capacity, so Nigerian Ports Authority had to look for ways 
to ensure that these challenges were eradicated and that 
the goods get to the Port on time and have all the 
necessary Certifications that they need so that they can 
be transported to the various countries on time and in 
good quality. That is where the Nigerian Ports Authority 
comes in and they are also there to ensure that they 
manage the movement and transfer of all those export 
goods into the ports without any hindrance, through 
effective traffic management, giving the agro produce 
priority and all the necessary support.

How did the NPA arrive at the number of Terminals?
Before I tell you the number, let me tell you what the 

Export Processing Terminals (EPTs) do. After that 
Executive Order 001 had directed NPA to create the 
export terminals, NPA realised that there was no space 
within the Port premises.  So private engagements were 
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Terminal (EPT) of the NPA. In this interview, she talks about the whole concept of 
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made through advertisement. There were a lot of 
companies that expressed their interests and at the end of 
the day, 10 of them were given approval and out of these 
10, only five have been licensed. They took-off fully on the 
2nd of April 2023.  The EPTs are created to be a one-stop-
shop for exporters to come in with their goods; it houses 
Customs, Quarantine Services. All the Certification and 
Inspection agencies that you need for your export 
products to be approved for export are domiciled in this 
Export Processing Terminals. Number one is that if you are 
not informed or you don’t know anything about export, 
you can work with any of these processing terminals to 
seek their advice, and to be educated to learn more about 
the processes involved even before you bring any of your 
goods into the terminals. Secondly, you bring in your 
products to those that will certify them, for instance, the 
products you want to export to United State of America 
might not have the same Certification requirement as that 
of Europe. All these agencies that are domiciled at the EPTs 
know what each country requires. So, by the time you go 
there with your products, they need to know if it’s going 
to the US, they will know the specifications and if it’s going 
to Europe, they will know the specifications. So, if you are 
ignorant of this, you just end up taking the wrong thing to 
the market and at the end of the day, it will be rejected. 
That is why some of Nigerians exports are rejected abroad. 
These agencies are there to make sure that, that doesn’t 
happen.

Exporters do not have to be running from one office to 
the other looking for all these agencies; they are already 
domiciled in the Export Processing Terminals. When the 
exporters get there, they meet with them; they take 
samples for whatever examinations they want to carry 
out. When you pass the test, Customs is also domiciled in 
this EPT. Customs will be there to witness when the 
products are being stuffed into the containers, they will be 
there to seal everything, to make sure that the inspection 
has been carried out from the scratch. And once the 
export containers leave the Export Processing Terminal, it 
goes straight into the port without any hitch.

They are barged in and are called up when their vessels 
arrive, they are called up to go into the Port; which is the 
traffic management. We are talking about EPTs so the 
exporters have products that are of good quality, that are 
certified and have the specifications of the countries 
where they are going. So that is what the export 
processing terminals are all about. There are options for 
everything, you can re-bag, if you come with lose products  
you can package them or do anything that you want to do 
in the terminal before you take them out.

What is the Standard Operating Procedure?
We have a Standard Operating Procedure which they 

have to abide by and these standard procedures have been 
given to all the relevant agencies as well as the EPTs for 
inputs and all. It hasn’t reached the final stage yet but it 
has almost reached; we just need one or two inputs for the 

final SOP to come out.
There is a SOP they have to follow strictly to make 

sure that everything is in place. I told you NPA is in 
collaboration with other agencies. We are not doing 
this alone, that is why we have all these agencies 
domiciled.  They are there to monitor if anything is 
going wrong, they are there to inform us about what 
is going on and then we hold meetings. We hold 
operational meetings with these EPTs and the 
Customs domiciled in those EPTs. We hold meetings 
every week concerning the operations, the 
challenges and everything that happens there and 
also physical inspections.

When we go there we inspect what is going on to 
see if they are complying with what we want. 

Has there been any significant improvement in the 
deployment of the EPTs since inception?

I won’t say we are fully satisfied but there has been 
an improvement. This is not where we used to be but 
we have not reached where we are going. We are all 
working towards it and all hands are on deck to make 
sure that this Export Processing Terminals work and 
by the time they work and they do what they are 
supposed to do the volume of export will increase, 

and the acceptability of Nigerian products outside 
will be higher.

We will be able to compete with our counterparts 
from different countries unlike the time products 
from Nigeria instead of being exported from Nigeria 
will be taken to Benin Republic or any other country. 
Now that we have this in place, it can now be 
exported from Nigeria in good quality, at the right 
time to meet the targets and with the right 
specifications.

We are not there yet but we are working towards it 
but I will tell you there has been an improvement 
from where we are coming from.

With the EPT in place, what are their prospects to 
the GDP of the Country?

Yes, there are a lot of prospects and for any country 
to be able to generate enough revenue, exports have 
to be the major thing. Export has to be higher than 
import which is the case that we want in Nigeria. We 
have a lot of products that we can export. We have a 
lot of things that we can sell, products that are 
wasting away and getting bad in the farm that should 
be used to make money.

We can use these things as a good source of 

revenue and foreign exchange for the government. There 
are lots of prospects; by the time the exporters get it 
right, come to the Exports Processing Terminals and know 
what to do at the right time, know the right specifications, 
go out to meet their targets. Once they keep coming like 
that and those people in various countries are happy with 
Nigerian goods, there will be higher demand and 
exporters will now be able to export more and by so 
doing, more people will go into agriculture and exports, 
and more money will be generated. Now that petroleum 
is no longer giving us what we need, we need alternatives 
and the best alternative that Nigeria can get as of now is 
in agriculture i.e exportation of agricultural products.

What benefits are herein for the businessmen in 
Nigeria with the EPT in place?

Number one, I told you that our EPTs are one-shop 
options, you don’t have to start running from pillar to 
post. If you don’t know what to do, go there first and see 
clarifications. Let them explain to you what it is that you 
need to do, then by the time you bring the products those 
that need to monitor the specifications are there. Those 
that are to test the products are there also to certify it. By 
the time they take up their duty and make sure that your 
export gets to where it is going in top quality and in time 
and meets your targets. Definitely you will find that it is 
cheaper and better for you to take your exports through 
Nigeria than through another country, money to transport 
it to another country, then before you start engaging in all 
their processes which will not be as good as ours because 
we have a one-stop- shop that you can do everything. 
Theirs might need you to be going from one place to 
another.

I know that export used to be a difficult business in the 
past but with this introduction of the EPTs, it has made it 
much easier and less costly for the exporters, which is 
what all exporters want. Once you can meet your demand 
and you can generate your revenue as well as generate 
revenue for the country in the long run, then what else 
are you looking for?

As an exporter, why should I patronize EPT?
Well, I just want to encourage the exporters that they 

should put in more effort. When they are looking for 
sources for their product, they should make sure they go 
to good sources, get good products. I also want to 
encourage the farmers to put in their best into whatever 
it is they are cultivating to ensure that it comes out well. 
When it comes out well, the exporters will go there, get it 
from there and then do whatever they want to do to get it 
across. If you present a bad product from the beginning, it 
has failed. You won’t be able to take it to another country. 
I want to encourage the farmers, the exporters and also 
relevant government agencies that we are collaborating 
with them and will not stop until we achieve the aim of 
getting Nigeria’s Agro Export to the peak and also 
generate more revenue in the process.
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made through advertisement. There were a lot of 
companies that expressed their interests and at the end of 
the day, 10 of them were given approval and out of these 
10, only five have been licensed. They took-off fully on the 
2nd of April 2023.  The EPTs are created to be a one-stop-
shop for exporters to come in with their goods; it houses 
Customs, Quarantine Services. All the Certification and 
Inspection agencies that you need for your export 
products to be approved for export are domiciled in this 
Export Processing Terminals. Number one is that if you are 
not informed or you don’t know anything about export, 
you can work with any of these processing terminals to 
seek their advice, and to be educated to learn more about 
the processes involved even before you bring any of your 
goods into the terminals. Secondly, you bring in your 
products to those that will certify them, for instance, the 
products you want to export to United State of America 
might not have the same Certification requirement as that 
of Europe. All these agencies that are domiciled at the EPTs 
know what each country requires. So, by the time you go 
there with your products, they need to know if it’s going 
to the US, they will know the specifications and if it’s going 
to Europe, they will know the specifications. So, if you are 
ignorant of this, you just end up taking the wrong thing to 
the market and at the end of the day, it will be rejected. 
That is why some of Nigerians exports are rejected abroad. 
These agencies are there to make sure that, that doesn’t 
happen.

Exporters do not have to be running from one office to 
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domiciled in the Export Processing Terminals. When the 
exporters get there, they meet with them; they take 
samples for whatever examinations they want to carry 
out. When you pass the test, Customs is also domiciled in 
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products are being stuffed into the containers, they will be 
there to seal everything, to make sure that the inspection 
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arrive, they are called up to go into the Port; which is the 
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What is the Standard Operating Procedure?
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have to abide by and these standard procedures have been 
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inputs and all. It hasn’t reached the final stage yet but it 
has almost reached; we just need one or two inputs for the 

final SOP to come out.
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sure that everything is in place. I told you NPA is in 
collaboration with other agencies. We are not doing 
this alone, that is why we have all these agencies 
domiciled.  They are there to monitor if anything is 
going wrong, they are there to inform us about what 
is going on and then we hold meetings. We hold 
operational meetings with these EPTs and the 
Customs domiciled in those EPTs. We hold meetings 
every week concerning the operations, the 
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also physical inspections.

When we go there we inspect what is going on to 
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Has there been any significant improvement in the 
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supposed to do the volume of export will increase, 

and the acceptability of Nigerian products outside 
will be higher.

We will be able to compete with our counterparts 
from different countries unlike the time products 
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will be taken to Benin Republic or any other country. 
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specifications.
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and the best alternative that Nigeria can get as of now is 
in agriculture i.e exportation of agricultural products.

What benefits are herein for the businessmen in 
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post. If you don’t know what to do, go there first and see 
clarifications. Let them explain to you what it is that you 
need to do, then by the time you bring the products those 
that need to monitor the specifications are there. Those 
that are to test the products are there also to certify it. By 
the time they take up their duty and make sure that your 
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and meets your targets. Definitely you will find that it is 
cheaper and better for you to take your exports through 
Nigeria than through another country, money to transport 
it to another country, then before you start engaging in all 
their processes which will not be as good as ours because 
we have a one-stop- shop that you can do everything. 
Theirs might need you to be going from one place to 
another.

I know that export used to be a difficult business in the 
past but with this introduction of the EPTs, it has made it 
much easier and less costly for the exporters, which is 
what all exporters want. Once you can meet your demand 
and you can generate your revenue as well as generate 
revenue for the country in the long run, then what else 
are you looking for?

As an exporter, why should I patronize EPT?
Well, I just want to encourage the exporters that they 

should put in more effort. When they are looking for 
sources for their product, they should make sure they go 
to good sources, get good products. I also want to 
encourage the farmers to put in their best into whatever 
it is they are cultivating to ensure that it comes out well. 
When it comes out well, the exporters will go there, get it 
from there and then do whatever they want to do to get it 
across. If you present a bad product from the beginning, it 
has failed. You won’t be able to take it to another country. 
I want to encourage the farmers, the exporters and also 
relevant government agencies that we are collaborating 
with them and will not stop until we achieve the aim of 
getting Nigeria’s Agro Export to the peak and also 
generate more revenue in the process.
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What is your business all about?
es, our business is all about processing export Ycargoes at our terminal here for onward 
delivery to the Port Terminal. So, we do quite a 

lot here. We do stuffing of export cargoes. We also have 
an online integration with the Shipping Lines and Port 
Terminals, where we engage information to export 
cargoes that we are processing here for delivery to the 
Port Terminals. So we do packaging of export here and 
the sole purpose is to ensure prompt delivery of export 
cargoes to the Port Terminals.

You have been in business for a while. Why is 
Diamond Star into Agro Export?

Yes, you know that the coming to place of export 
processing terminal is an initiative of the Nigerian Ports 
Authority and the intention is to give special attention 
to the agro-based exports, being the major source of 
export from Nigeria to other countries. The intention is 
to give agro-based exports more attention, so that the 
circle of delivery of export cargoes out of our country 
will be much faster and exporters can do multiple 
deliveries of their cargoes seamlessly, without the 

delay that is associated with the process.

Before you ventured into the agro business. How did 
you see the Agro Business in Nigeria? What is the 
present state of agro business in Nigeria?

Agro business in Nigeria or what you call the 
exportation of Agro commodities in Nigeria, has a long 
history and it has been a business with so much 
prospects. Nigeria has been exporting huge metric 
tonnes of cargoes like Cocoa, Cashew Nuts, Palm Oil, 
Shea Butter e.t.c. Government has now decided to give 
this sector more attention; that is why here at our 
terminal, we have the export command which is a 
command set up by the Nigeria Customs Service to 
solely attend to export cargoes for prompt and quick 
delivery of export cargoes to the port terminals.

This has never happened in the history of export 
business in Nigeria. As we are here, as a terminal 
attending to export cargoes, ensuring that they are 
promptly delivered to the Port Terminals, we also have 
a One Stop Command, which shows government’s new 
attention to the export business which is to ensure that 
export business in Nigeria is handled in a seamless 
manner from the country today.

Hitherto, exporters can not export their cargoes 
without facing delays that are associated with 
exports. We have had history of export 
cargoes being delayed in the process of 
loading into the vessels. Most of these 
cargoes are perishable. They are not 
meant to be in the containers for long; 
so, in a situation where you have them 
delivered to the ports and lying in the 
ports for months, definitely their quality 
will go bad.

Presently, by the arrangements that 
have been put in by NPA now, we are 
assured that export cargoes that are 
going into the Ports, are those that are 
ready to be loaded into the vessels that 
are available by the Shipping Lines and 
Terminal Operators. It is no longer that 
export cargoes are being moved into the 
Ports to be dumped in the Ports.

The essence of the Export Processing 
Terminal is for a company like Diamond 
Star to deliver 100 containers of export to 
the Port daily, those export boxes will be loaded on the 
vessels, because there is a collaboration between 
Diamond Star Terminal and Port Terminals. The 
Shipping Lines provide us with a list of their expected 
vessels. They give us vessels that will be coming into 
the country to load export periodically for us to be 
aware and they also give us a list of containers that 
they are expecting. When they come here, either as 
already loaded export cargoes or they are to be loaded 
here, our duty is to ensure that they are promptly 

delivered to the Port Terminals.
There is a Customs Command that will do the needful 

on those exports; they move straight to the port, to be 
loaded into the vessel. So that is the idea in a nutshell, 
for the Export Processing Terminal.

What areas do you think the Government can come it 
to render assistance, and what are the challenges you 
are facing?

For the Exporting Processing Terminals, what 
government needs to do is to us the necessary support 
in terms of finance, because for a project of this nature, 
you are very much aware that series of equipment 
would be required. We work with stackers for container 
loading and this does not come cheap. This comes in 
millions of dollars, and then we need items like 
scanners, to scan containers.

We need Forklift, and it is a whole lot of capital 
investment here. We came into this premises, and the 
premises was more or less abandoned, and you can see 
a whole lot of work that we have done here, to make 
this facility ready and good for the business.

We came in here, into a facility that was water-logged 
and flooded and you can see the level of pavement that 
we have built for stacking purposes here, and the 

renovations that we have done to these facilities, 
these are investment of billions of Naira as 
our contributions to export business in 
Nigeria.

What is your dream of the Agro Export 
Business?

The essence of government creating an 
Export Processing Terminal is to develop 
non-oil sector export, because our export 
has majorly been Oil, the Government is 
looking at the direction that we need to 
diversify and also the country needs to have 
more income from non-oil export, and even 
our GDP is low because we are an importing 
nation.

We export far less from our country than 
import, and attention has always been on 
imports. Now Government is thinking in the 
direction of export, so that the country can 
have more revenue, that is why all these 
service-related facilities for export are being 

set up, to make the business of export simple. You can 
bring in your cargoes here, and you are just 10 minutes 
away from the Port, and that is the intention. So, in the 
next five years, I see a more seamless export business 
in Nigeria and I can also see that there will be a major 
increase in the quantity of export, that is leaving our 
country. There will be a major increase in the quantity, 
which will translate into more income for the 
government.
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In a bid to sustain this new drive, the Management of the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) licensed 
Agro Export Terminals. One of these is the Diamond Star Port and Terminals Limited, whose 
managing Director; Mr Olantunji Baale, in this interview with NPT, bares it all.

— Mr Olantunji Baale, MD Diamond Star Port and Terminals Limited 

Mr. Olantunji Baale
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Terminals, where we engage information to export 
cargoes that we are processing here for delivery to the 
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the sole purpose is to ensure prompt delivery of export 
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export from Nigeria to other countries. The intention is 
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circle of delivery of export cargoes out of our country 
will be much faster and exporters can do multiple 
deliveries of their cargoes seamlessly, without the 

delay that is associated with the process.

Before you ventured into the agro business. How did 
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attending to export cargoes, ensuring that they are 
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a One Stop Command, which shows government’s new 
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export business in Nigeria is handled in a seamless 
manner from the country today.

Hitherto, exporters can not export their cargoes 
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delivered to the ports and lying in the 
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will go bad.
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have been put in by NPA now, we are 
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going into the Ports, are those that are 
ready to be loaded into the vessels that 
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Terminal Operators. It is no longer that 
export cargoes are being moved into the 
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the Port daily, those export boxes will be loaded on the 
vessels, because there is a collaboration between 
Diamond Star Terminal and Port Terminals. The 
Shipping Lines provide us with a list of their expected 
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they are expecting. When they come here, either as 
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here, our duty is to ensure that they are promptly 
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What areas do you think the Government can come it 
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For the Exporting Processing Terminals, what 
government needs to do is to us the necessary support 
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you are very much aware that series of equipment 
would be required. We work with stackers for container 
loading and this does not come cheap. This comes in 
millions of dollars, and then we need items like 
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We need Forklift, and it is a whole lot of capital 
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a whole lot of work that we have done here, to make 
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We came in here, into a facility that was water-logged 
and flooded and you can see the level of pavement that 
we have built for stacking purposes here, and the 
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The BUA Group, a leading Nigerian conglomerate, 
has taken a significant stride towards enhancing 
the export cargo operations at the Rivers Port 

Complex. The company is poised to become a strong player 
in the export business.

With its strong focus on agro-industrial production, the 
BUA Group is rapidly establishing itself as a potential driver 
for exports, harnessing the immense potential of 
agricultural products.  

BUA Group, the parent company of BUA Ports and 
Terminals, has emerged as a powerhouse in the Nigerian 
business landscape. Founded over three decades ago by a 

business mogul, Alhaji Abdul Samad Rabiu, the BUA 
Group has experienced steady growth and 
diversification, making a significant impact across 
various sectors. Under the visionary leadership of 
Alhaji Rabiu, the conglomerate has expanded its 
operations beyond the Nigeria, earning recognition 
as a formidable force in the African business sphere.

BUA Group’s foray into agriculture and agro-allied 
products has been marked by resounding success. At 
the forefront of their endeavours is the Flour RX1 
facility, strategically located close to the Rivers Port 
Complex. This state-of-the-art facility specializes in 
the production of flour, pasta, and wheat bran, 

catering to both domestic and international markets. 
The commencement of Flour RX2, which is 
undergoing construction, further underlines BUA 
Group’s commitment to scaling up their agro-
industrial capabilities.

Moreover, BUA Group has made significant strides 
in the sugar industry, establishing a remarkable sugar 
refinery at the Bundu Free Zone in Port Harcourt. This 
world-class facility is equipped with cutting-edge 
technology and adheres to stringent quality 
standards. With a focus on local production and self-
sufficiency, BUA Group’s sugar refinery is set to play a 
vital role in meeting Nigeria’s burgeoning sugar 
demands.

To bolster their export capabilities, the BUA Group 
has made a strategic investment in acquiring a bulk 
carrier vessel, ‘MV Bundu’. The vessel named 
‘BUNDU’ (IMO: 9273014) is a Bulk Carrier registered 
under the flag of Panama. It was constructed in 2003, 
making it approximately 20 years old. 

‘BUNDU’ has a carrying capacity of 16,765 tons 
Deadweight (DWT) and is reported to have a draught 
of 5.6 meters. Its length overall (LOA) measures 134.9 
meters, while its width spans 23 meters. 
Understandably, BUA Group’s procurement of this 
massive vessel is chiefly to facilitate efficient 
evacuation of their export products. BUA Group is 
capitalizing on the opportunities presented by the 
Africa Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) to 
penetrate markets in Senegal, Ghana, Niger, and 
other countries in West and Central Africa.

The conglomerate’s influence extends beyond 
agriculture. The BUA Group operates cement 
factories in Edo and Sokoto states, contributing 
significantly to Nigeria’s infrastructure development. 
In addition, their sugar plantations in Lafiaji, Kwara 
State, and rice milling facility in Kano State are 
integral to the nation’s food security goals. The BUA 
Group’s ongoing development of a salt factory and a 
Plaster of Paris (POP) production facility further 
showcases their commitment to diversification and 
value creation.

Certainly, BUA Group’s commitment to expanding 
and diversifying production output is a direct result of 
their growing confidence in their collaborations and 
partnerships with the Nigerian Ports Authority. 
Notably, BUA Group’s subsidiary, BUA Ports and 
Terminals Company, operates Terminal “B” at Rivers 
Port. This mutually beneficial partnership has 
facilitated the smooth importation of raw materials 
for production and streamlined the process of 
exporting their products.

It comes as no surprise, therefore, that during the 
maiden working visit of NPA’s Executive Director of 
Engineering and Technical Services, Mr. Ibrahim Abba 
Umar, to Rivers Port, Port Manager Michael Adamu 
reiterated the Port Management’s dedication to 
fostering a favourable environment for the growth of 
port businesses. He highlighted that the proactive 

and highly responsive management approach of Bello-
Koko-led Executive Management team had resulted in 
remarkable transformations at the port. These initiatives 
encompassed commendable measures aimed at 
enhancing export operations.

During a recent engagement with officials from Rivers 
Port, Alhaji Muhammed Labbo, the General Manager of 
BUA Ports and Terminals, revealed that his company has 
finalized plans to rehabilitate and strengthen the 
collapsed section of their terminal. This proactive 
initiative aims to prepare for the expected rise in port 
operations and ensure smooth functioning of their 
facilities.

The BUA Group’s remarkable exploits in agriculture 
and agro-allied products have positioned them as a key 
player in driving export cargo operations at the Rivers 
Port Complex. With their extensive range of ventures, 
from flour production to sugar refining, cement 
manufacturing to rice milling,

The BUA Group exemplifies the potential for agro-
industrial development in Nigeria. As they gear up to 
capitalize on the AfCFTA and expand their export 
footprint, BUA Group is primed to contribute 
significantly to Nigeria’s economic growth while playing 
an active role in regional trade integration. Whatever be 
the case, maritime observers predict good fortunes and 
better days ahead for Rivers Port.

 

BUA Takes Giant Strides 
on Agric Export 

In this report, Chijioke Ukadike, delves into the remarkable exploits of the BUA Group in agriculture 
and agro-allied products, showcasing the firm’s multifaceted ventures that are set to transform the 
export landscape in the country.

Alhaji Abdul Samad Rabiu
Founder of BUA Group
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With its strong focus on agro-industrial production, the 
BUA Group is rapidly establishing itself as a potential driver 
for exports, harnessing the immense potential of 
agricultural products.  

BUA Group, the parent company of BUA Ports and 
Terminals, has emerged as a powerhouse in the Nigerian 
business landscape. Founded over three decades ago by a 

business mogul, Alhaji Abdul Samad Rabiu, the BUA 
Group has experienced steady growth and 
diversification, making a significant impact across 
various sectors. Under the visionary leadership of 
Alhaji Rabiu, the conglomerate has expanded its 
operations beyond the Nigeria, earning recognition 
as a formidable force in the African business sphere.

BUA Group’s foray into agriculture and agro-allied 
products has been marked by resounding success. At 
the forefront of their endeavours is the Flour RX1 
facility, strategically located close to the Rivers Port 
Complex. This state-of-the-art facility specializes in 
the production of flour, pasta, and wheat bran, 

catering to both domestic and international markets. 
The commencement of Flour RX2, which is 
undergoing construction, further underlines BUA 
Group’s commitment to scaling up their agro-
industrial capabilities.
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BUA Takes Giant Strides 
on Agric Export 

In this report, Chijioke Ukadike, delves into the remarkable exploits of the BUA Group in agriculture 
and agro-allied products, showcasing the firm’s multifaceted ventures that are set to transform the 
export landscape in the country.

Alhaji Abdul Samad Rabiu
Founder of BUA Group
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HE T Managing Director of the 
Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) 
Mohammed Bello Koko who is 

also the 1st vice President of the Ports 
Management Association of West and 
Central Africa (PMAWCA) has assured 
the council of the IMO that trade 
facilitation will remain the thrust of his 
Management.

Koko gave this assurance at the 129th 
session of the council of the IMO held 
from the 17th to 21st of July, 2023 when 
h e  s p o k e  o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
development at the Nigerian Ports 
which saw the rehabilitation of Control 
Towers with Cutting-edge technology 
in Lagos Port Complex and the Tin-can 
Island Port Complex, as well as the 
acquisition of two (2) First in Africa 80 
Ton Bollard Pull Azimuth Stern Drive 
(ASD) Tug Boats amongst other.

Koko said “Infrastructure is germane 
to Port efficiency and competitiveness” 
this demonstrates the Nigerian Ports 
Authority’s determination to enhance 
efficiency at the ports and facilitate 
Maritime trade with Nigeria, being a 
signatory to other IMO Regulations 

such as the IMO Sulphur Regulation 
2020, Ballast Water Management 
(BWM) Systems amongst others will 
press to ensure the implementation 
of the IMO Port resolution.

The 129th council which had at one of 
its highlights the appointment of 
Arsenio Antonio Domingues Velasco of 
the Republic of Panama, as the next 
Secretary General of the IMO for an 
initial 4-years term beginning January 
2024.

Another highlight at the session was 
the signing of a memorandum of 
agreement to collaborate on the 
implementation of the IMO Port 
resolution on trade facilitation and ship 
decarbonisation by the trio of the 
Pres ident  of  the Internat ional 
Association of Ports and Harbours 
(IAPH) Captain Subramanian, the 
Managing Director IAPH Mr. Patrick 
Ve r h o e v e n  a n d  t h e  o u t g o i n g 
Secretary General of IMO, Mr Kitack 
Lim.

Furthermore, the IAPH has also 
agreed to focus on these areas of 
collaboration, Climate Change, Energy 
transition, Digital transformation, 
Trade Facilitation amongst others, and 

to press on all its members to comply 
with the resolutions even if they are 
non-members of the IMO. Further 
still this will be binding on all 
members of the Port Management 
of West and Central (PMAWCA) an 
associate of the IAPH wither they 
are non-members of the IAPH.

The however acknowledges that 
complying with the IMO Port 
r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u i r e s  m a s s i v e 
investment by Ship owners and Port 
Authorities in the areas of renewable 
energy and Port Infrastructure. IMO 
has said in 2021 that “it will continue 
expansion of existing capacity 
building initiative, technology 
cooperat ion,  technology and 
transfer.”

In addition, the work ahead for 
Managing Directors of Ports in 
developing nations will be with many 
c h a l l e n g e s  a s  h u g e  fi n a n c i a l 
investment will be required to realize 
this resolution and operate in a 
competit ive environment and 
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  fi n a n c i a l 
institutions will be at the center of the 
drive
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Assures Council That Trade 
Facilitation Is on Course at The NPA

BY VICTORIA TARFA

BELLO KOKO AT IMO 2023:

hat is your Management thrust on Agro Export WInitiative?                                                                              
The management of WACT is keen on agro 

export and has set up the Container Freight Station (CSF) to 
support the Federal Government’s drive to promote non-oil 
export. The CFS is part of WACT desire to create value along 
the logistics chain as the integrator of container logistics 
whilst prioritizing export of agro commodities of all kinds

What does Management expect from your terminal by 
way of operations?

Beyond expectations, WACT’s Management is committed 
to providing robust, safe, secure and world class standard 
operations in line with the Company’s safer, bigger and 
better ambitions. Management expects operations to make 
export seamless. There should be greater synergy between 
stakeholders to remove all bottlenecks that influence 
seamless operations.

Why is your organization into Export business?
WACT is a trade facilitator and as part of the logistics 

chain, WACT promote export of agro products to support 
the Federal Government in its economic diversification, to 
balance trade and, to meet customer export needs.

What has been your challenges facing the sector since 
you started business?

The challenges facing the agro export include the need for 
physical examination of export cargoes which leads to delay 
and damage of the products, poor and/or lack 
infrastructure – roads, power, storage facilities, rail etc.; 

poor credit availability; poor sensitization of 
farmers; insecurity leading high rate of freight; 
multiple taxation; multiplicity of regulatory works; 
non-automation of export process etc.

In what way do you think the Agro Export sector 
can be further boosted by the Regulatory 
Agencies?

The Government should approve the use of 
scanning machine to examine all export units, help 
exporters with a lean process and offer incentives 
to shipping lines and terminals for the export trade. 

Critical infrastructure like power should be fixed, rail and 
road connectivity from the farms to the ports should be 
given more attention. In addition, automation of export 
process will aid in removing human interface and resultant 
bureaucracy delays in facility trades or interference.

How would you evaluate the impact of the Agro sector 
to the growth and development of the nation’s GDP?

The non-oil sector has contributed 95.66% to the nation’s 
GDP in the last quarter of 2022, from which Agro sector 
being the largest positive contributor. It cannot be 
overemphasized that the Federal government drive to 
diversify the economy and support agro export has 
contributed to this growth. A stronger support and 
incentives on the export of agro commodities will further 
grow the GDP of the nation.

How does Government go about maximizing the 
potentials of the sector in the nearest future in view of 
the diversification of the nation’s economy?

The Federal as well as state governments need to create 
incentive frameworks, ease of doing business and support 
the agro industry to further grow the GDP and per capital 
income of the nation by further creating strategic alliance 
with foreign countries that need Nigerian produce to 
enhance the value chain. Further, Processing of agro 
commodities need to be an intervention area for the 
country to add value to the commodities ahead of being 
exported. Another key factor is the storage facilities and 
warehousing for agro-products. The entire value chain 
(from the farm to outbound vessel) must be further eased 
for maximize the potentials of the sector.

— INNOCENT OGBUJI , GM GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS AND PUBLICITY, WACT

The non-oil sector has 
contributed 95.66% to 

the nation’s GDP 

Innocent Ogbuji

The Head Corporate and Strategic Communications 
(C&SC) Onne Port Complex, Mrs Barbara Ejemeh 

Nchey-Achukwu recently held an interview with Mr. 
Innocent Ogbuji, the General Manager Government 
Relations and Publicity WACT on the state of Agro 

export initiative in his facility. Enjoy the chat.
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NPT recently spoke with Mr Opemipo Dada who 
is the Business Development Manager of Esslibra 
and Funsho Olayinka Warehouse Manager on the 
Agro Export Initiative in Nigeria.

hat is your Management drive towards WAgro export business in Nigeria?         
Agro export business is something that 

we believe in. My management is a firm believer in 
increasing the Nigerian agro export markets. 
Therefore, what we have been doing is that over the 
years in our capacity, is to help Nigerian exporters, 
especially agro exporters to get their products out of 
Nigeria as quickly as possible. For example, one of the 
things about barging terminal is that, we barge to 
support complexes and because of what we need to 

give our clients, we have been doing many things to 
complement it. 

Recently, we saw the weight break, that is the most 
recent achievement. We have also built a warehouse for 
stuffing that allows our clients to come, stuff their 
consignment in Lagos because we are a holding base. 
Clients can stuff their consignment and to reduce the 
amount of time it takes them to ship their consignment 
out of the country. 

What do you intend to achieve in short and long term in 
this dispensation? 

Ideally, we have KPIs. Our ideal scenario is that any extra 
container that gets to our place, any extra goods in our 
terminal should be in the port complex within seven days, 
provided all the agents can do everything they can do. 

The expectation at our facility is to reduce 
some of the bottlenecks associated with 

exportation in Nigeria  — Esslibra

Managing 
Director (NPA), 
Mohammed 
Bello Koko (R) at 
the flag off of 
EssLibra 
Terminal, the 
first Export 
Processing 
Terminal in 
Ibeshe-Ikorodu. 
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That is all we are trying to do. Then we have a target 
that there is no reason why we cannot be responsible 
for moving 10,000 extra containers to the port 
complex. 

How has it been meeting these expectations, in 
terms of logistics?

The expectation is to also reduce some of the 
bottlenecks that are associated with exportation in 
Nigeria with the EPT. So, that is why barging is one of 
the most efficient ways of moving those boxes down 
to the port for better exportation. 

So that they can get to their destinations as soon as 
possible.

How has operations been since you started business 
in the area of logistics, and has there been a signal of 
optimal increase in your capacity development? 

We thank God for business. It is relatively stable. 
There has not been an increase as we expected. But, 
that is also because we are not in the agro-export 
season at the moment, the season would start soon.

From a business person’s angle, has there been an 
appreciable impact of agro-business on the nation’s 
economic GDP with your coming to play? 

I feel like the more agro-business we do, the 
stronger the naira becomes. Because when you 
export, you bring dollars back into the country. 
So, with more agro-exports being done, 
more dollars will be coming back into the 
country, and we don’t have to rely on so 
much special dollars. 

However, I know that it brings more 
dollars back into the country, which is 
good for the country. Definitely, it will 
lead to increase in the GDP of the 
economy without having to solely 
depend on oil. It will give room for 
revenue increase from agriculture. 

How has NPA help to create an 
enabling environment for people to do 
business?

We are grateful for the NPA because 
they are listening to all our complaints.  
They guide us through this whole 
process. We have been enjoying it, to be 
honest with you; we have a very good 
relationship with the NPA now.

What are some of the challenges you are facing in 
the business? 

For example, the EPP involves many government 
agencies. So, anything that involves many government 
agencies, there’s bound to be some communication 
issues and NPA has always been there to help us 
resolve the such issues. Either by helping us correct 
SOPs, or by helping us know the right agency to 

approach. NPA has just been there for everything. 

In the next five years, what are the policies that you 
think should be put in place to enhance the agro 
business in Nigeria?

I can only talk as somebody that deals with exports. 
The one thing that they always clamor for is that they 
are tired of all the levies they pay moving exports 
between states. I would suggest scrapping such levies, 
because if you are moving something from Adamawa 
State down to Lagos, you pay a lot of produce tax, and it 
doesn’t really make sense. If you are exporting to make 
dollars and then you are still paying produce tax at almost 
every other state, they are cutting tickets for you. So, it is 
advisable to slash the levies or to harmonize it. 

In addition, we need all the government agencies to 
synergize, so that it will make it seamless for the 
exporters, and that they do not complicate all the 
procedures, all the processes, in terms of moving those 
boxes down to the port and to their final destinations. 

What is special about doing business with Esslibra? 
We are the most efficient in the industry and we are 

the most cost sensitive as well. If we give you a cost, we 
stand by it. We do not look for reason to add to 

customer’s bill. We honor our contracts and we 
ensure to deliver packages as where and when due. 

How safe are our goods with your 
company?

To the glory of God, they are very safe. We 
are a heavily secured facility.  We have private 
security and we have a good relationship with 
the Nigerian security services. Our SOP also 
involves constant monitoring as well. We have 
many people that are just constantly checking 
where everything is and monitoring it. Our 
facility is also covered with CCTV so both day 
and night the environment are well protected. 

On the last note sir. Can you just give our 
readers the prospects of agro-business in 
Nigeria in the next five years, what are the 
prospects if you were to look at the crystal 
ball? 

There is a lot of money to be made in the 
agro markets. Most of the profitable 
companies in Nigeria are into agro business as 
well. There is a lot of money to be made, 

especially when you have a government that wants to 
back it. 

Any other comments sir, before we round up? 
If the government can actually give their weight 

behind exports or agro exports, definitely, it is going to 
make the GDP of Nigeria or the economy to be very 
strong. So that the country will not solely depend on oil, 
at least exports are going to serve as a major GDP for 
Nigeria.

We have 
many people 
that are just 
constantly 
checking 

where 
everything is 

and 
monitoring 

it.
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think should be put in place to enhance the agro 
business in Nigeria?

I can only talk as somebody that deals with exports. 
The one thing that they always clamor for is that they 
are tired of all the levies they pay moving exports 
between states. I would suggest scrapping such levies, 
because if you are moving something from Adamawa 
State down to Lagos, you pay a lot of produce tax, and it 
doesn’t really make sense. If you are exporting to make 
dollars and then you are still paying produce tax at almost 
every other state, they are cutting tickets for you. So, it is 
advisable to slash the levies or to harmonize it. 
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stand by it. We do not look for reason to add to 
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company?

To the glory of God, they are very safe. We 
are a heavily secured facility.  We have private 
security and we have a good relationship with 
the Nigerian security services. Our SOP also 
involves constant monitoring as well. We have 
many people that are just constantly checking 
where everything is and monitoring it. Our 
facility is also covered with CCTV so both day 
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On the last note sir. Can you just give our 
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at least exports are going to serve as a major GDP for 
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CUISINE

Onunu is a beloved dish among the Ijaw people and 
other communities in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria. 
It is cherished for its simplicity, versatility, and the way 

it complements a wide range of traditional soups and stews.
Onunu is typically served as a side dish accompanying various 

soups and stews that are common in the region. The soft and 
creamy texture of Onunu provides a delightful contrast to the 
rich and flavourful Nigerian soups, such as Banga Soup (Ofe 
Akwu), Egusi Soup, or Ogbono Soup.

The Ijaw people, like many other communities in the Niger 
Delta, often incorporate fresh seafood into their meals. 
Therefore, it is not uncommon to find variations of Onunu where 
some diced or mashed seafood, such as smoked fish or prawns, 
are added to enhance the flavour and add a touch of indulgence. 
But for the sake of this article, Onunu would be paired with 
Peppered Sauce.

Ingredients:
· 8-10 Ripe plantain
· 1 medium-sized yam tuber
· Salt, to taste
· Water, for boiling
· Palm oil

Instructions:
1.Peel the plantain and yam tuber and cut them into medium-

sized chunks.
2.In a large pot, bring water to a boil and add the yam chunks. 

Cook until the yam is soft and easily mashed with a fork.
3.While the yam is cooking, place the plantain chunks in a 

separate pot with enough water to cover them. Cook until the 
plantains are tender.

4. Drain the water from both the yam and plantain.
5. Using a food processor, mash the cooked yam, plantain, palm 

oil and salt until they are incorporated to form a smooth 
consistency.

6. Serve the Onunu while it’s still warm.

Pepper Sauce  Ingredients:
· Mixed seafood (Fish, Snail, Prawns, etc.)
· 1 onion, finely chopped
· 3 cloves of garlic, minced
· 2 red bell peppers
· 2 tomatoes
· Scotch bonnet peppers, to taste
· 2 tablespoons palm oil
· 1 cup fish or seafood stock
· 1 teaspoon curry powder
· 1 teaspoon dried basil
·Salt, to taste
Instructions:
1. Heat the palm oil in a saucepan over medium heat.
2. Add the chopped onion and minced garlic to the pan and sauté 

until they turn translucent and fragrant.
3. Add the pepper mix and cook for a few minutes until they start 

to soften.
4. Add spices to the pan. Stir to combine the spices with the 

pepper mix.
5. Pour in the fish or seafood stock and bring the mixture to a 

gentle simmer.
6. Carefully add the mixed seafood to the pan, ensuring it is fully 

submerged in the stew. Cook for about 5-7 minutes until the 
seafood is cooked through and tender.

7. Taste the stew and adjust the seasoning if needed.
8. Remove the pan from heat and serve.

By Fiberesima Miebaka 

Onunu, also known as Temiburu
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HEALTH PORT IN FOCUS

ll the world’s a stage, and all Athe men and women merely 
players. They have their exits 

and their entrances…….
Emma’s Exit Has Come! Yet We 

Mourn. Yes We Must.
Even though we had known Emma 

A d e g b e  a s  a  s e a s o n e d  a n d  
thoroughbred maritime journalists 
over the years, our paths crossed and 
we began to know him a lot more 
deeply on the Editorial Board of the 
Nigerian Ports Today; the official 
publication of the Nigerian Ports 
Authority.

As one of our Consultants, Emma had 
the opportunity of joining a select team 
of Consultants and some personnel of 
C&SC the NPA to birth the Nigerian 
Ports Today. In the inception, even till 
the 33rd Edition was published, he 
distinguished himself as a team player. 
He remained as such even as the 34th 
Edition nears completion.

Prior to the birth of Nigerian Ports 
Today, Emma had been a part of us at 
the NPA. Being a frontline journalist, 
and President of Maritime Reporters 
Association of Nigeria (at a time) pre-

supposed that we must relate.
It is to Emma’s eternal credit (along 

with others)  that  the NPA’s 
C o r p o r a t e  a n d  S t r a t e g i c  
Communications Division arrived at 
the name: Nigerian Ports Today, to 
depict the new NPA. He contributed 
his quota from the beginning until he 
breathed his last.

But, the task at the Nigerian Ports 
Today brought the Team closer. It 

TOO SAD TO BID EMMANUEL GOOD BYE
brought out the best in the 
hardworking, disciplined, yet 
humorous Emmanuel Adegbe. He 
was a Team Player.

Our Editorial Meetings were 
characteristically incomplete and 
dull, on the very few occasions 
when Emma didn’t show up 
(albeit for genuine reasons).

Our Production Meetings bear 
the images of his impressive 
presence -an image we can never 
erase!

Now that we yet again get set to 
put to bed the 34th edition, which 
bear his evanescence presence, 
how do we erase your labour of 
over a decade?  No we can’t!

Going forward, how do we cope 
at our all-night-all-day production 
meetings without our humor 
merchant?

The memories that we share are 
not enough to remember that we 
surely have lost a Compatriot.

To live in the hearts we leave 
behind is not to die - Thomas 
Campbell

Adie Emmanuel Adegbe!

 Canada's Gateway to the World. The Port of Vancouver is Canada's largest and most diversified port, connecting the 
country to over 170 trading economies around the world. The port handles various types of cargo, from grains and coal 
to forest products and automobiles, as well as cruise passengers and recreational boaters.

Port of Vancouver

Common cold

The common cold is 
an illness affecting 
your nose and 

throat. Most often, it's 
harmless, but it might not 
feel that way. Germs called 
viruses cause a common 
cold.

Often, adults may have 
two or three colds each 
year. Infants and young 
children may have colds 
more often.

Most people recover from 
a common cold in 7 to 10 
days. Symptoms might last 
longer in people who 
smoke. Most often, you 
don't need medical care for 
a common cold. If 
symptoms don't get better 
or if they get worse, see 
your health care provider.

Illnesses of the nose and throat caused 
by germs are called upper respiratory 
tract infections.
Symptoms

Most often, common cold symptoms 
start 1 to 3 days after someone is exposed 
to a cold virus. Symptoms vary. They can 
include:

*Runny or stuffy nose.
*Sore or scratchy throat.
*Cough.
*Sneezing.
*Generally feeling unwell.
*Slight body aches or a mild headache.
*Low-grade fever.
The mucus from your nose may start out 

clear and become thicker and yellow or 
green. This change is normal. Most often, 
it doesn't mean that you have a bacterial 
illness.
When to see a doctor

For adults. Most often, you don't need 
medical care for a common cold. But see 
your health care provider if you have:
Symptoms that get worse or do not get 
better.

*Fever greater than 101.3 degrees 
Fahrenheit (38.5 degrees Celsius) that 
lasts more than three days.

*Fever returning after a fever-free period.
*Shortness of breath.
*Wheezing.
*Intense sore throat, headache or sinus pain.

For children
Most children with a common cold don't 

need to see a health care provider. Get 
medical care right away if your child has 
any of the following:

*Fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit (38 
degrees Celsius) in newborns up to 12 
weeks.

*Rising fever or fever lasting more than 
two days in a child of any age.

*More-intense symptoms, such as 
headache, throat pain or cough.

Trouble with breathing or wheezing.
*Ear pain.
*Fussiness or drowsiness that isn't 

typical.
*No interest in eating.
Diagnosis
You usually don't need medical care for a 

common cold. But if symptoms get worse 
or don't go away, see your health care 
provider.

Most people with a common cold can be 
diagnosed by their symptoms. Your care 
provider may take a nasal or throat swab 
to rule out other illnesses. A chest X-ray 
may be ordered to rule out a lung illness.

Treatment
There's no cure for the common cold. 

Most cases of the common cold get better 
without treatment within 7 to 10 days. But 
a cough may last a few more days.

The best thing you can do is take care of 
yourself while your body heals. Care tips 
include:

*Rest.
*Drink plenty of liquids.
*Humidify the air.
*Use saline nasal rinses.
*Antibiotics do not treat cold viruses. 

They are used to treat illnesses caused by 
bacteria.

Pain relievers
Pain relievers you can buy without a 

prescription can lessen the discomfort of a 
sore throat, headache or fever.

For adults. Nonprescription pain relief for 
adults includes:

Acetaminophen (Tylenol, others).
Ibuprofen (Advil, Motrin IB, others).
For children. Guidelines for pain relief 

medicines for children include the 
following:

Do not give children or teenagers aspirin. 
Aspirin has been linked to Reye's 
syndrome, a rare life-threatening 
condition, in children or teenagers who 
have the flu or chickenpox.

Use children-strength, nonprescription 
pain relievers. These include children's 
acetaminophen (Tylenol, others) or 
ibuprofen (Advil, Motrin, others).

For children younger than 3 months 
old, don't use acetaminophen until your 
baby has been seen by a health care 
provider.

Don't give ibuprofen to a child 
younger than 6 months old or to 
children who are vomiting frequently.

Use these medicines for the shortest 
time possible and follow label 
directions to avoid side effects.

Call your health care provider if you 
have questions about the right dose.

Decongestant nasal sprays
For adults. Adults can use 

decongestant drops or sprays for up to 
five days. These help a stuffy nose. 
Prolonged use can cause the return of 
symptoms.

For children. Children younger than 6 
years old shouldn't use decongestant 
drops or sprays. Talk to your doctor 
before using nasal decongestants in 
children older than 6 years.

Cough syrups
Nonprescription cough and cold 

medicines are used to treat the 
symptoms of coughs and colds, not the 
underlying disease. Research suggests 
that these medicines don't work any 
better to treat colds than a placebo, an 
inactive medicine used in research.

For adults. Follow these tips for 
nonprescription cough and cold 
medicines:

Don't take two medicines with the 
same active ingredient, such as an 
antihistamine, decongestant or pain 
reliever. Too much of a single ingredient 
could lead to an accidental overdose.

For children. Nonprescription cough 
and cold medicines aren't typically 
recommended for children. These 
medicines have potentially serious side 
effects, including fatal overdoses in 
children younger than 2 years old. Talk 
to your child's doctor before using any 
nonprescription cough and cold 
medicine in children.

LateEmmanuel Adegbe!

... A TRIBUTE
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n his desire to enhance transparency and reposition the Iorganization, Managing Director, Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), 

Mohammed Bello Koko recently approved a comprehensive 

pensioners’ Audit/Verification exercise across various locations in the 

country’s six geo-political zones.

The two-week exercise, which was completed recently at the NPA 

sports ground in Lagos, received positive feedback from pensioners 

who commended its efficiency. While acknowledging the smooth 

process, pensioners suggested the integration of an online verification 

system for future exercises. 

They highlighted issues like insufficient capturing machines and 

travel expenses, which an online system could mitigate. The exercise 

aimed to accurately document the number of existing pensioners and 

earned praise for its contribution to improving payroll accuracy by 

removing deceased pensioners’ names.
Among those interviewed during the exercise was Pastor Baba 

Yakubu Yerima Ballah, a former Assistant General Manager Personnel, 
who had joined NPA in 1986 and served until 2005. Pastor Ballah 
reminisced about his journey of service in the Authority, which he 
described as a fulfilling and enriching experience. Rising from a 

Personnel Officer II to the esteemed rank of AGM, he 
attributed his success to dedicated efforts aimed at 
realizing his professional aspirations while adding 
value to the organization.

The interview shed light on Pastor Ballah’s 
involvement in significant assignments, including 
revenue generation initiatives and participation in 
special committees under the leadership of three 
Managing Directors. His dedication to service was 
evident, although he acknowledged the personal 
sacrifices made in committee work. Reverberating a 
sense of gratitude, he lauded NPA’s revenue 
accomplishments and thanked God for the 
opportunities he had to contribute.

One of Pastor Ballah’s remarkable contributions was 
his role in pioneering a pensioners’ verification 
exercise in 1987, a groundbreaking initiative that 
reduced the pensioner count from 25,000 to 7,314. He 
emphasized the significance of such exercises and 
praised the current streamlined process for its 
efficiency and simplicity. He recommended a phased 
approach for future exercises, considering the 
challenges faced by elderly participants.

Pastor Ballah’s wisdom extended beyond his NPA 
tenure, as he stressed the importance of self-care, 
understanding one’s body, and early retirement 
planning. He encouraged employees to embrace a 
sense of service and ownership, advising them not to 
solely focus on monetary gains but to cultivate 
valuable relationships and a vision for their futures.

Reflecting on the broader implications, Pastor Ballah 
urged NPA management to foster closer interactions 
with retirees. He advocated for a platform where 
retirees’ wealth of experiences could be harnessed for 

the benefit of the organization’s growth and 
continuity. Acknowledging NPA’s foundational roots 
laid by colonial masters, he emphasized the need to 
preserve and build upon this legacy.

Also interviewed was Ali Mutiu Kolawole, who joined 
NPA in 1970 as a Junior Clerk. His remarkable journey 
saw him rise through the ranks to become a General 
Manager ICT before retiring in 2005. Reflecting on the 
pensioners’ verification exercise, Kolawole shared his 
perspective, emphasizing the importance of 
modernization. 

He recommended that NPA embrace an online 
verification system akin to the Federal Government’s 
approach, suggesting that this would create a more 
convenient and user-friendly experience for 
pensioners.

Kolawole’s advice aligned with his personal 
experience as a computer enthusiast during his 
tenure. He fondly recalled introducing technology 
enhancements like Porch Card and screen savers to 

the office computer systems during his days in active 
service. He expressed his hope that NPA’s current 
management continues such technological initiatives.

Post-retirement, Kolawole stressed the significance of 
maintaining one’s health. He spoke about his routine 
exercise regimen and regular clinic visits, particularly 
crucial due to his diabetic condition. Expressing 
gratitude for NPA’s support in this aspect, he 
encouraged the organization to extend recognition to 
retirees who had served diligently and made significant 
contributions.

Taiwo Ajifowowe Ajayi, a former Traffic Manager 
promoted to Senior Manager before retiring in 1996, 
also shared his thoughts on the verification exercise. He 
expressed satisfaction, viewing it as a testament to 
NPA’s commitment to administrative well-being. Ajayi 
emphasized the importance of efficient document 
handling, suggesting that management should require 
prior document submission to prevent errors and 
delays.

Reflecting on his career, Ajayi revealed his passion for 
resolving document-related delays and addressing 
people’s issues. In retirement, he assumed the role of a 
pastor within the Redeemed Christian Church of God, 
and though now retired, he finds joy in fulfilling 

NPA Pensioners     Call for Online Verification 
and Other Inno      vations Following Successful 
Audit Exercise activities.

Addressing current employees, Ajayi advised them to 
seize opportunities while they can, citing his own 
financial choices during his career. He urged employees 
to invest wisely, stressing the value of proper money 
management.

Ajayi’s final remarks centered on recognizing and 
motivating diligent employees. He urged NPA 
management to appreciate and incentivize the 
workforce, promoting worker-friendly policies and 
ongoing training. His insights offer a valuable 
perspective on effective document management, 
financial planning, and employee recognition within the 
organization.

The Pensioner Audit/Verification exercise signifies a 
pivotal stride towards transparency and efficiency. With 
the interactions with retired NPA personnel, the 
exercise has not only reinforced the Authority’s precise 
record-keeping, but has also offered valuable insights 
for improved processes and document management. As 
NPA advances, these pensioners’ voices would become 
guiding advocates for streamlined procedures, diligent 
employee recognition, and organizational excellence, 
reflecting NPA’s unwavering dedication to its workforce 
and commitment to excellence.

INTERVIEW INTERVIEW

Taiwo Ajifowowe AjayiPastor Ballah Ali Mutiu Kolawole

By Lucy Akinsanya
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Managing Directors. His dedication to service was 
evident, although he acknowledged the personal 
sacrifices made in committee work. Reverberating a 
sense of gratitude, he lauded NPA’s revenue 
accomplishments and thanked God for the 
opportunities he had to contribute.

One of Pastor Ballah’s remarkable contributions was 
his role in pioneering a pensioners’ verification 
exercise in 1987, a groundbreaking initiative that 
reduced the pensioner count from 25,000 to 7,314. He 
emphasized the significance of such exercises and 
praised the current streamlined process for its 
efficiency and simplicity. He recommended a phased 
approach for future exercises, considering the 
challenges faced by elderly participants.

Pastor Ballah’s wisdom extended beyond his NPA 
tenure, as he stressed the importance of self-care, 
understanding one’s body, and early retirement 
planning. He encouraged employees to embrace a 
sense of service and ownership, advising them not to 
solely focus on monetary gains but to cultivate 
valuable relationships and a vision for their futures.

Reflecting on the broader implications, Pastor Ballah 
urged NPA management to foster closer interactions 
with retirees. He advocated for a platform where 
retirees’ wealth of experiences could be harnessed for 

the benefit of the organization’s growth and 
continuity. Acknowledging NPA’s foundational roots 
laid by colonial masters, he emphasized the need to 
preserve and build upon this legacy.

Also interviewed was Ali Mutiu Kolawole, who joined 
NPA in 1970 as a Junior Clerk. His remarkable journey 
saw him rise through the ranks to become a General 
Manager ICT before retiring in 2005. Reflecting on the 
pensioners’ verification exercise, Kolawole shared his 
perspective, emphasizing the importance of 
modernization. 

He recommended that NPA embrace an online 
verification system akin to the Federal Government’s 
approach, suggesting that this would create a more 
convenient and user-friendly experience for 
pensioners.

Kolawole’s advice aligned with his personal 
experience as a computer enthusiast during his 
tenure. He fondly recalled introducing technology 
enhancements like Porch Card and screen savers to 

the office computer systems during his days in active 
service. He expressed his hope that NPA’s current 
management continues such technological initiatives.

Post-retirement, Kolawole stressed the significance of 
maintaining one’s health. He spoke about his routine 
exercise regimen and regular clinic visits, particularly 
crucial due to his diabetic condition. Expressing 
gratitude for NPA’s support in this aspect, he 
encouraged the organization to extend recognition to 
retirees who had served diligently and made significant 
contributions.

Taiwo Ajifowowe Ajayi, a former Traffic Manager 
promoted to Senior Manager before retiring in 1996, 
also shared his thoughts on the verification exercise. He 
expressed satisfaction, viewing it as a testament to 
NPA’s commitment to administrative well-being. Ajayi 
emphasized the importance of efficient document 
handling, suggesting that management should require 
prior document submission to prevent errors and 
delays.

Reflecting on his career, Ajayi revealed his passion for 
resolving document-related delays and addressing 
people’s issues. In retirement, he assumed the role of a 
pastor within the Redeemed Christian Church of God, 
and though now retired, he finds joy in fulfilling 

NPA Pensioners     Call for Online Verification 
and Other Inno      vations Following Successful 
Audit Exercise activities.

Addressing current employees, Ajayi advised them to 
seize opportunities while they can, citing his own 
financial choices during his career. He urged employees 
to invest wisely, stressing the value of proper money 
management.

Ajayi’s final remarks centered on recognizing and 
motivating diligent employees. He urged NPA 
management to appreciate and incentivize the 
workforce, promoting worker-friendly policies and 
ongoing training. His insights offer a valuable 
perspective on effective document management, 
financial planning, and employee recognition within the 
organization.

The Pensioner Audit/Verification exercise signifies a 
pivotal stride towards transparency and efficiency. With 
the interactions with retired NPA personnel, the 
exercise has not only reinforced the Authority’s precise 
record-keeping, but has also offered valuable insights 
for improved processes and document management. As 
NPA advances, these pensioners’ voices would become 
guiding advocates for streamlined procedures, diligent 
employee recognition, and organizational excellence, 
reflecting NPA’s unwavering dedication to its workforce 
and commitment to excellence.

INTERVIEW INTERVIEW

Taiwo Ajifowowe AjayiPastor Ballah Ali Mutiu Kolawole

By Lucy Akinsanya
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PHOTO THESISSCENE
By Paul Erakhifu, 
Friday Eze and  
Abidemi  Agboola

R-L: Managing Director of Nigerian Ports 
Authority (NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko 
presenting the Authority’s plaque to the 
MD/CEO of Nigeria Export Processing Zones 
Authority (NEPZA), Prof. Adesoji Adesugba 
during a working visit to the NPA 
Management at the Authority’s Corporate 
Headquarters in Marina, Lagos.

NPA MANAGEMENT SYNERGISES 
WITH EXECUTIVE OF NEPZA 
IN LAGOS

Managing Director, Nigerian Ports Authority 
rd(NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko (3  left), 

flanked by the MD/CEO, NEPZA, Prof. Adesoji 
ndAdesugba (2  left), ED Marine and Operations, 

Hon. Onari Brown (right), Executive Director, 
Finance and Admin. Adenrele S. Adesina (left), 
during a working visit to the NPA Management 
at the Authority’s Corporate Headquarters in 
Marina, Lagos.

thManaging Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko (7  left), 
MD/CEO of Nigeria Export Processing Zones Authority (NEPZA), Prof. Adesoji Adesugba 

th (6 left), and officials of both NPA and NEPZA during the working visit.
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MD NPA PLAYS 
HOST TO THE 
ONDO STATE 
COORDINATOR 
FOR SPECIAL 
PROJECTS, 
MR. BOYE 
OYEWUMI, WHO 
SUBMITTED THE 
FULL BUSINESS 
CASE (FBC) FOR 
ONDO 
MULTIPURPOSE 
DEEP SEAPORT 
PROJECT. 

NPA MANAGEMENT 
SYNERGISES WITH 
NIGERIAN NAVY

thManaging Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko (5  left), FOC Western Naval 
th rdCommand, Rear Admiral, Joseph Akpan (4  left), ED Engineering & Technical Services, Engr. Ibrahim Abba Umar (3  

rdleft), Executive Director, Finance and Administration, Adenrele.S. Adesina (3  right) and other officials of the 
Nigerian Navy during a working visit to the management of NPA at the corporate headquarters in Lagos.

PHOTO THESISSCENE

Managing Director of Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko (right) presenting the 
Authority’s plague to the Flag Officer Commanding 
(FOC) Western Naval Command, Rear Admiral, 
Joseph Akpan during his working visit to the 
management of NPA at the Corporate Headquarters 
in Lagos.
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L-R: Managing Director of Nigerian 
Ports Authority (NPA), Mohammed 
Bello Koko and Chairman, Mission to 
Seafarers (MTS), Chief Adebayo Sarumi 
during the working visit of NPA 
Management to the Mission to 
Seafarers (MTS) in Apapa, Lagos.

NPA MANAGEMENT VISITS 
MISSION TO SEAFARERS 
(MTS) CENTRE IN APAPA

th     Managing Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko (7
thleft), Chairman, Mission to Seafarers (MTS), Chief Adebayo Sarumi (8  left) and 

other senior officers of NPA and Officials of MTS during the working visit of NPA 
Management to the Mission to Seafarers (MTS) in Apapa, Lagos.

L-R: Managing Director, Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko, Chairman, 
Mission to Seafarers (MTS), Chief Adebayo 
Sarumi, ED Finance and Admin.  Adenrele S. 
Adesina, ED Marine and Operations, Hon. Onari 
Brown(middle), during the working visit of NPA 
Management to the Mission to Seafarers (MTS) 
in Apapa, Lagos.
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IN-HOUSE SPECIALISED TRAINING FOR NEWLY RECRUITED EMPLOYEES 
OF CORPORATE & STRATEGIC PLANNING DIVISION AT PTI, DOCKYARD

L-R: Managing Director of Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko receives a souvenir from 
the National Coordinator/CEO of SERVICOM in Nigeria, 
Nnena Akajemeli during the Global Ministerial SERVICOM 
committee meeting at NPA corporate headquarters in 
Lagos. 

thManaging Director, Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko, (5  left), National Coordinator/CEO of 
th thSERVICOM in Nigeria, Nnena Akajemeli (6  left), Executive Director, Marine and Operations, Hon. Onari Brown (7  left), 

GM SERVICOM, Musa Shehu Yaro (left) and other officials during the Global Ministerial SERVICOM Committee meeting 
and launching of NPA service charter in Lagos. 

NPA HOSTS 2023 FIRST QUARTER 
CHARTER GLOBAL MINISTERIAL SERVICOM 

COMMITTEE MEETING IN LAGOS.
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MARITIME 
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GM C & SC 
IN LAGOS
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2nd QUADRENNIAL DELEGATES CONFERENCE IN ABUJA
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Managing Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko (middle), Chief 
thExecutive Officer, Lekki Freeport Terminal, Yann Magarian (5  left), Executive Director, Finance 

rdand Administration, Adenrele .S. Adesina (3  left), Exec, Dir., Marine and Operations, Hon. 
thOnari Brown (5  right) and other officials of the Lekki Port during a working visit to the 

management of NPA at the corporate headquarters in Lagos.

Managing Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko (Middle), Exec. 
rdDir. Marine and Operations, Hon. Onari Brown (3  left) Exec. Dir. Engineering & Tech. 

ndServices, Ibrahim Abba Umar (2  left), Exec. Dir. Finance and Admin., Adenrele S. Adesina 
nd(2  right), Harbour Master LPC, Capt. Daniel Osaya and President SSASCGOC, Maritime 

Branch, Comrade Akinola Bodunde (right) during the commission of the refurbished control 
tower at the Lagos Port Complex (LPC), Apapa, Lagos.

MD NPA COMMISSIONS LPC CONTROL TOWER 

86 — NigerianPortsToday 

PHOTO THESISSCENE

Managing Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), 
Mohammed Bello Koko signing the condolence register of 
late Mrs. Margret Orakwusi at her residence in Lagos. 

MD NPA PAYS A CONDOLENCE VISIT TO LATE MRS. ORAKWUSI’S FAMILY

The Managing Director 
of Nigerian Ports 
Authority (NPA), 
Mohammed Bello Koko 
has paid a condolence 
visit to the family of 
late Mrs. Margret 
Orakwusi in her 
residence in Ikoyi, 
Lagos.
The MD noted that 
“while it will be difficult 
to fill the vacuum 
occasioned by her 
demise, the Authority 
and indeed the industry 
will take solace in the 
values and virtues she 
bequeathed through 
her mentoring, 
philanthropy and 
advocacy for maritime 
sector advancement.”

NPA MANAGEMENT 
RECEIVES DELEGATIONS 
FROM CHAD REPUBLIC
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PHOTO THESISSCENE

Appreciation Dinner for former minister 
of Transportation, Mua’zu Jaji Sambo

Managing Director 
of Nigerian Ports 
Authority (NPA), 
Mohammed Bello 
Koko (left) 
presenting the 
authority’s plague 
to the AIG 
Maritime, Yekini 
Adio Ayoku during 
his working visit to 
the management of 
NPA at the 
corporate 
headquarters in 
Lagos.

PHOTO THESISSCENE

thManaging Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko (4  left), AIG Maritime, Yekini 
th rdAdio Ayoku (5  left), ED Engineering & Technical Services, Engr. Ibrahim Abba Umar (3  left), Executive 

rdDirector, Finance and Administration, Adenrele .S. Adesina (3  right) and other top officials of NPA during a 
working visit to the management of NPA at the corporate headquarters in Lagos.

NPA MANAGEMENT 
PLAYS HOST TO AIG, 
MARITME IN LAGOS
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PHOTO THESISSCENEPRESENTATION AND COMMISSIONING 
OF TUG BOATS – M.T. MAI KOKO & 
M.T. DA-OPUKURO

PHOTO THESISSCENE

Representative of Managing Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), and General Manger, Security, Mohammed Jamil 
thKhalil (6  left) and other stakeholders during the closing ceremony of the first WeCAPS training Mission in Nigeria held in Lagos. 

The Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) recently hosted 
stakeholders and security experts to a one day 
brainstorming sessions to mark the end of the first training 
of the West and Central Africa Port Security (WeCAPS). 
Venue of the event was the Eko Hotel and Suites.

Representative of Managing Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), and General Manger, Security, Mohammed Jamil 
th nd rdKhalil (4  left), Project Manager, WeCAPS, Nico Vertoghen (2  right), Safety Expert, WeCAPS, Samuel Champon (3  left), 

WeCAPS Nigerian representative (NIMASA/NPA), Dr. Ismaila Kuraye (left) and other stakeholders during the closing 
ceremony of the first WeCAPS training Mission in Nigeria held in Lagos. 

Closing ceremony of the 
first WeCAPS training 
Mission in Nigeria
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ABOUT NIGERIA

The Memorable Sites in the 

Seat of the Caliphate

Sokoto State - “Seat of the Caliphate was created in 1976, it is in the North-west geopolitical 
zone of Nigeria. In 1996, the late General Sani Abacha, Nigeria former Head of State, created 
Zamfara state from Sokoto State.

Sokoto State comprises 23 local government areas. The name Sokoto was coined from sakkwato – 
Arabic origin, representing ‘suk’ which means ‘market’.

Residents of Sokoto caliphate are mostly Muslims – the sultan of Sokoto is the head of the 
caliphate and the spiritual leader of the Muslim faith in Nigeria. The Sultan of Sokoto is Mohammadu 
Sa’ad Abubakar while the current Governor of the State is Ammu Waziri Tambuwal. The State shares 
borders with kebbi to the southwest, Zamfara to the east and the Niger republic to the North.

Sokoto State is blessed with lots of tourist attractions and memorable sites that would be 
appealing to traveller, tourists, researchers and students generally.

Happy reading as we x-ray the uniqueness of the tourist sites in the “Seat of the Caliphate’’.

BY PAUL ERAKHIFU

PHOTO THESISSCENE

EXECUTIVE OF INTERIM PRESIDENTIAL AMNESTY 
COMMITTEE VISITS MD NPA 

Managing Director, Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), 
rdMohammed Bello Koko (3  left), flanked by the 

ndMD/CEO, NEPZA, Prof. Adesoji Adesugba (2  left), ED 
Marine and Operations, Hon. Onari Brown (right), 
Executive Director, Finance and Admin. Adenrele S. 
Adesina (left), during a working visit to the NPA 
Management at the Authority’s Corporate 
Headquarters in Marina, Lagos.

thManaging Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Mohammed Bello Koko (7  left), MD/CEO of Nigeria Export 
th Processing Zones Authority (NEPZA), Prof. Adesoji Adesugba (6 left), and officials of both NPA and NEPZA during the 

working visit.
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ABOUT NIGERIA

TOMB OF USMAN DAN FODIO

HERITAGE MUSEUM 

TOMB OF USMAN DAN FODIO 
This is where late cleric Shehu Usman Dan 

Fodio was laid to rest, because of his feat as a 
successful Muslim leader, who propagated the 
Muslim faith. During festive periods like the 
‘Eid el Fitri and ‘Eid el Kabir most picnickers, 
travellers and historians visit this tomb.

SULTAN OF SOKOTO PALACE 
This beautiful edifice is the seat of the sultan 

of Sokoto. A well decorated palace with 
aesthetics, artefacts and cultural display on 
the walls of the palace. Interestingly the 
palace is guided and protected by guards in 
their multi colored regalia, turbans and robes. 
It’s a place one will not want to leave in a 
hurry when he/she visits.

HERITAGE MUSEUM 
Students, sociologists and historians would 

find this museum useful. It is located at the 
department of Fine Arts, Shehu Shagari 
University. The museum houses historical and 
cultural artefacts of the Sokoto Caliphate.

GIBADI ROCKS 
This rock is situated in Gada local government 

area. Record has it that these rocks contain 
ancient fossils remains that might provide clues 
to the origin of life in general.

SOKOTO MUSEUM
This is Sokoto State’s national museum, 

located in the heart of city. The Museum is 

Hundreds camel riders fill out at 
Shehu Kangiwa Square  during 
a "Grand Durbar
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GORONYO DAM 

SHEHU KANGIWA SQUARE

dedicated to the famous cleric Shehu Usman Dan fodio, it 
showcases personal belongings and items of the cleric like maps, 
scriptures, thrones and copies of his Koran.  

SHEHU KANGIWA SQUARE was the battleground between 
British troops and the forces of Sokoto led by Sultan Attahiru in 
1903. Formerly known as the open square outside the city wall.

GORONYO DAM 
This is arguably the largest dam in West African sub region region 

and was completed in 1984 along the Rima River to boost the 
irrigation in the area. This dam is located in Goronyo town. Tourists 
and travelers would find this well-designed dam useful due to its 
location and function ability. The Dam has a storage capacity of 
976 million cubic meters. 
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In a heart-stopping showdown that had the 
basketball world on its feet, the unstoppable force 
of Nigeria’s D’Tigress triumphed in a breathtaking 

84-74 victory over Senegal, seizing an historic fourth 
consecutive crown in the scintillating finale of the 2023 
FIBA Women’s Afrobasket tournament.

Scripting an epic chapter in sports history, this recent 
triumph was nothing short of a seismic shift, as the 
Nigerian Ladies cemented their legacy as only the second 
team ever, after Senegal, to secure a jaw-dropping four 
consecutive titles.

Emerging from a 12-year title drought, D’Tigress 
announced their return to supremacy with an electrifying 
victory that left spectators spellbound. 

Their path to glory began in 2017, when they were 
crowned champions, and their relentless pursuit of 
excellence continued with victorious campaigns in 2019, 
2021, and now, in an awe-inspiring crescendo, 2023.

In the face of doubt and skepticism, this assembly of 
daring newcomers, peppered with a touch of seasoned 
brilliance, marched to their own rhythm. Guided by the 
pioneering coach Rena Wakama, they silenced their 
critics, turning their journey into a resounding symphony 
of triumph.

From the opening moments of the tournament, 
D’Tigress showcased their mettle, dazzling the court with 
their prowess. An extraordinary performance against 
Congo DR signaled their intent, paving the way for a 
resounding message of dominance as they dismantled 
hosts Rwanda in the semifinals.

The grand finale unfolded at the illustrious BK Arena in 
Kigali, where Amy Okonkwo ignited the spark, planting the 
first two points of a pulsating contest. The first quarter saw 
D’Tigress firmly in control, notching a commanding 19-10 
lead. A narrower yet resolute advantage of 24-21 carried 
them through the second quarter, signaling their 
unwavering determination.

At halftime, with a commanding 43-31 lead, D’Tigress were 
perched on the precipice of victory. Yet, the Senegalese 
Ladies mounted a spirited resurgence after the break, 
clinching the third quarter with a triumphant 26-19 surge, 
narrowing Nigeria’s lead to a mere five points.

The final quarter was a cauldron of tension and drama, 
where D’Tigress rose to the occasion with an unwavering 
resolve. Repelling the fierce challenge from Senegal, they 
emerged triumphant with a nerve-wracking 22-17 last-
quarter victory, sealing their breathtaking 84-74 win.

A monumental achievement was carved into the annals of 
history, as coach Wakama etched her name as the 
trailblazing first female coach to seize the Afrobasket title. 
With her at the helm, the future burns brightly with promise, 
casting a hopeful gaze towards the impending Olympic 
qualifiers.

As the echoes of victory resound across continents, 
D’Tigress stands as a symbol of excellence, a beacon of 
inspiration, and an undeniable force to be reckoned with. 
The journey continues, the legacy endures, and the stage is 
set for even greater triumphs on the horizon.

D’Tigress win fourth 
consecutive Afrobasket
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