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PORT ACTIVITIES BOOM
- AS RIVERS AND CALABAR PORTS RECEIVE LARGER VESSELS
P

ort activities in Rivers and Calabar Ports have recorded an upsurge following the berthing of larger vessels. This follows a sustained 
effort by the Management of the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) to encourage importers to utilize the Eastern Ports.

Specifically, the Rivers Port Complex berthed a massive NLNG vessel- “Navigator Capricorn” which is the first of its kind to berth in the 
entire Eastern axis. Its arrival promises to ensure that petroleum products consumers in the zone would for the first time meet their product 
needs without travelling out of the zone.
The “Navigator Capricorn” measures 160 meters, with a gross registered tonnage of 5,493.
To accommodate the vessel, at the stock gap jetty, the channel had to be dredged to 7 meters with the placement of buoys to aid 

navigation.
For Calabar Port, two container vessels MV Zea Walawe and MV Adamas called in quick succession. The 
MV Adamas discharged 14 of its 128 laden containers before onward sail to Point Naire in the Congo.
Reports reaching us attest to the fact that more vessels would soon berth at the Calabar Port because of 
the incentives approved by The NPA Management for importers who decide to use the Port. 
Recently, as part of efforts to decongest the Ports in Lagos, the Hadiza-led Management approved a 10 
percent discount for importers who move their goods through the Eastern Ports. 
The use of these Ports, after many years of low patronage, have yielded tremendous revenue for the 
Authority and by extension, to improve the gross domestic product of the nation's economy. Besides, this 
has led to increased job and wealth creation for Terminal Operators, stakeholders, service providers, 
clearing agents, freight forwarders, and dockworkers who use and patronize the Ports.
The Rivers and Calabar Ports have witnessed recent upgrade of their infrastructure such as quay aprons 
and port facilities under this Management and this is an ongoing process to ensure the actualization of the 
vision of being the leading Port in Africa is achieved while aiming for the hub of maritime business in the 
West and Central Africa.
Clearly, this is a strategic and laudable move by the Management of the NPA to make Ports in the Eastern 
axis come alive while ensuring that the importers and stakeholders get value for their investments.
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Rolls Royce vehicle transported through a river in Eastern Nigeria (1962)

We are tied to the ocean. And when we go back 
to the sea, whether it is to sail or to watch - we are 
going back from whence we came.

- John F. Kennedy
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T
he November edition highlights a major 
breakthrough recently recorded by the 
Nigerian Ports Authority Management 
with the berthing of more, and larger 
vessels within the Eastern Ports axis.

Following the concerted efforts at ensuring a 
more efficient service delivery, operational 

efficiency as well as the recent incentives given to 
importers to use the Eastern Ports by Management, 

the Ports of the Eastern Axis, Rivers Port, Calabar Port 
and Onne Port have enjoyed tremendous limelight and patronage 
with the recent berthing of larger vessels. 
Increasingly, the female folk are getting involved in more technical 
areas of the maritime industry. A feature article in this edition takes 
an overview of this trend and how it can only result in the overall 
growth of the sector.
In the Health and Safety corner, we bring you some important 
safety tips when commuting through the states as the yuletide/ end 
of the year season is around the corner. 
These and other regular juicy stories have been served hot and 
sizzling for your reading pleasure. 
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T
he Managing Director of Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), 
Hadiza Bala Usman has called for sustained efforts to 
maximize the opportunities that are abound in the Maritime 

Sub-Sector through entrepreneurship.
Speaking at the second edition of the Nigeria and Entrepreneurship 
Summit and Honors (NESH) Maritime Roundtable in Lagos on the 
theme: “Harnessing the Opportunities for Entrepreneurs in the 
Nigerian Sub Sector, she stated that the “Nation's Maritime sub 
sector can be a notable contributor to the efforts at poverty 
reduction, creation of wealth, promotion of skills acquisition and 
encouragement of entrepreneurship”, noting that the sector has 
“the potential of contributing at least 10 percent of Nigeria's GDP in 
no distant future because Nigeria has the biggest market in Africa”.
The Roundtable Summit discussions centered on the strategic 
exploitation and harnessing of vast opportunities that abound in the 
Maritime domain and the envisaged contributions to the nation's 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) thereby reducing the dependence on 
the petroleum sector. She further said that “Nigeria has a vast inland 
waterway resource estimated at about 3,000 km that can support a 
vibrant inter-reginal trade. The country is also advantageously 
located on the coastline corridors of the Gulf of Guinea and the Bight 
of Benin and has eight littoral states coupled with a growing 
population and huge market that counters the capacity to stimulate 
substantial domestic tonnage”.
The Managing Director informed the stakeholders at the Summit 

HARNESSING OPPORTUNITIES IN
THE MARITIME SUB-SECTOR

- A BOOST FOR THE NATION’S ECONOMY

that there was need to strengthen requisite skills for greater 
professionalism through funding and capacity building that would 
drive the implementation of the abundant Maritime resources in the 
country.
She also noted that the Authority was in collaboration with Federal 
Ministry of Works And Housing FMWH and the Nigerian Railway 
Corporation in order to increase the latter's market share in the wheel 
of cargo evacuation from the ports.
In doing this, the Authority advocates critical traffic management 
framework, collaboration with Inland Container depots like that of 
Kaduna for swift cargo evacuation to the northern hinterlands.
The deployment of modern technology tools like Revenue and Invoice 
Management System (RIMS) and the much-expected Single Window 
for real time swift cargo release processes are in progress. The NPA 
equally encourages Stakeholders in the areas of Traffic Management 
Frameworks for stemming the gridlock across board, automated 
truck management system exemplified by holding bay with an 
efficient call-up systems. 
She called for the effective management of the nation's Green fields 
which are expected to attract Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs) and 
generate more revenue while enshrining the tenets of Private Public 
Partnership (PPP).
Hadiza stressed the need for the utilization of modern navigational 
infrastructure for Health, Safety, and Security of the Port environment 
whilst enshrining efficient Marine services in line with Global practice.

M
aritime experts the world over have applauded the recent positive 
contributions of women in the Maritime sector which has greatly 
impacted positively in the growth and development of the industry 

across board.
Recent findings reveal that more women are found in various technical 
areas such as Pilotage, Administration and Headship of various Ministries, 
Department and Agencies which was not the case before now.
 Thus, the sector has been repositioned towards a more efficient service 
delivery with a view to competing favorably In line with international best 
practices.
Of note, was the recent visit by a group of female pilots to the Managing 
Director of the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) Hadiza Bala Usman.
It would be recalled that the Rector of the Maritime Academy of Nigeria 
(MAN) Commodore Emmanuel Effedua who represented by the Acting 
Director Gabriel Eto while delivering a goodwill message in Lagos at the 
2019 annual lecture and investiture ceremony of the Certified Institute of 
Shipping of Nigeria (CISN) stated that the academy aligns with various 

bodies and events aimed at fostering Maritime education for 
females.
Quoting him “women must be given opportunity to excel in the 
Maritime industry in order to foster accelerated growth. 
Women achievers abound in Maritime industry and they are 
celebrated. So a lot of sensitization about Women's 
accomplishments and advocacy about women and all hands 
must be on desk towards encouraging other woman 
capabilities innate abilities need to be done to achieve gender 
parity in the workplace .women need mentorship and 
sponsorship to make it to the top in their career pursuit”.
 Industry watchers are of the view that the sector is no longer a 
male dominated sector which is a welcome development.

ROLE OF WOMEN IN NIGERIA’S MARITIME SECTOR
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